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A RESOLUTION honoring Kentucky native Dermontti Dawson upon his election to the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

WHEREAS, Dermontti Dawson, who was born June 17, 1965, in Lexington, Kentucky, was a graduate of Lexington Bryan Station High School, where he was a track and field standout in the discus and shot put who was convinced by friends to begin playing football in his junior year; and

WHEREAS, Dermontti Dawson eschewed his dreams of track stardom and decided to stay home to play football for the University of Kentucky, where he excelled as an offensive guard from 1984-1987, was a teammate of current Wildcat coach Joker Phillips, earned All-SEC honors as senior, and earned a degree in Education in 1988; and

WHEREAS, Dermontti Dawson, a second-round draft pick (44th overall) in the 1988 NFL Draft, played his entire career (1988-2000) as a center for the Pittsburgh Steelers, helping the Steelers to five AFC Central Division titles and one AFC Championship; and

WHEREAS, over the course of his 13 year career, Dermontti Dawson was, quite simply, the best offensive lineman of his generation, garnering first-team All-Pro selections six consecutive years (1993-98), being selected to seven consecutive Pro Bowls (1993-99), playing in 184 games, including 170 straight, and being chosen as offensive lineman of the year in 1993 and 1996; and

WHEREAS, Dermontti Dawson, nicknamed "Dirt" in Pittsburgh for his penchant for driving defenders into the ground to finish blocks, was a rare snapper who also could block defensive players one on one, and is considered by some to be the best player ever at his position; and

WHEREAS, with his election, Dermontti Dawson became only the second UK player elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame, joining 1981 inductee George Blanda, and the third Hall of Famer born in Kentucky, joining Paul Hornung of Louisville (1986 inductee) and George McAfee of Corbin (1966); and

WHEREAS, Dermontti Dawson became only the 37th offensive lineman among the Hall of Fame's 267 members, a rarity that Dawson explained with trademark humility when asked about it after his election: "We don't have stats as offensive linemen; that's the tough part about it...You really have to do something special, and hopefully I did something special enough to deserve this honor"; and

WHEREAS, Dermontti Dawson, who resided in Lexington for several years after his retirement from football, where he leant his time to a wide variety of charitable causes and served on the University of Kentucky Board of Trustees, and the other five members of the 2012 class will be inducted during the Hall of Fame's annual ceremony August 4, 2012, in Canton, Ohio; and

WHEREAS, the election of Dermontti Dawson to the Pro Football Hall of Fame should be publicly recognized and celebrated by all citizens of the Commonwealth, who are justifiably proud of the accomplishments of our fellow Kentuckian;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives, both individually of collectively, do hereby commend and congratulate Dermontti Dawson upon his election to the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Representative Ruth Ann Palumbo for presentation to Dermontti Dawson.
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