UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 04/13/12
12 REG. SESS.
12 RS BR 2108


A RESOLUTION honoring the University of Kentucky Wildcats, 2012 NCAA Division I Men's Basketball Champions.

WHEREAS, on April 2, 2012, before a crowd of 70,913 in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New Orleans, Louisiana, the University of Kentucky Wildcats defeated the University of Kansas Jayhawks by a score of 67-59 to capture the 2012 NCAA Division I Men's Basketball Championship; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats' victory garnered the school its eighth NCAA championship, second most of all time, and its first since 1998, and completed a season which saw them win 38 games against only two losses, setting a record for most wins in a season by a national champion; and

WHEREAS, after completing a nonconference record of 14-1, the Wildcats touted a perfect 16-0 record in Southeastern Conference play, beating Vanderbilt on February 25th to claim their record 45th SEC regular season title; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats were unbeatable at home this season, completing a perfect 18-0 record in front of over 23,000 passionate fans a game who have transformed Rupp Arena into one of the most daunting home courts in the country; and

WHEREAS, for their outstanding record in the regular season, the Wildcats were awarded the overall number one seed in the NCAA Tournament, being placed in the South Region; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats defeated Western Kentucky, Iowa State, Indiana, and Baylor to reach their 15th Final Four; and

WHEREAS, it was at the Final Four in New Orleans that the Wildcats faced off against their in-state rival Louisville Cardinals and, despite the pressure-packed matchup and a trip to the championship game on the line, came away victorious with a 69-61 win in what was one of the most compelling games of the entire 2012 tournament; and

WHEREAS, in a matchup of the two winningest programs in college basketball history, the Wildcats squared off against the Big 12 Conference regular season champion Kansas Jayhawks in the national championship, a game in which Anthony Davis earned Most Outstanding Player honors despite scoring a mere six points, by dominating every phase of the game with 16 rebounds, six blocks, five assists, and three steals; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats were led by precocious freshman Anthony Davis who, in addition to his MOP award in the championship game, was also awarded four National Player of the Year awards: the Adolph Rupp Trophy, the John R. Wooden Award, AP College Basketball Player of the Year, and Naismith College Player of the Year; and was also named SEC Player of the Year, SEC Freshman of the Year, SEC Defensive Player of the Year, first team All-SEC, and first team All-American; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats also touted a championship-caliber rotation, including senior Darius Miller, former Mason County Royal, KHSAA State Champion, and Kentucky Mr. Basketball, who was named sixth man of the year in the SEC; sophomores Doron Lamb and Terrence Jones, who were both named second team All-SEC; and freshmen Marquis Teague, Kyle Wiltjer, and Michael Kidd-Gilchrist, who was named first-team All-SEC, second team All-American, and Most Outstanding Player in the NCAA Tournament South Regional; and

WHEREAS, other members of the 2011-2012 University of Kentucky Men’s Basketball team included Eloy Vargas, Twany Beckham, Jarrod Polson, Brian Long, Sam Malone, Jon Hood, and Ryan Harrow; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats completed their remarkable championship run under Head Coach John Calipari, who was named SEC Coach of the Year in 2012, has led the Wildcats to an unbeaten home record during his three years in Lexington, and has taken the Wildcats to the Final Four in each of the last two years; and

WHEREAS, Coach Calipari surrounded the Wildcats with an outstanding coaching staff that included Assistant Coaches Orlando Antigua, Kenny Payne, and John Robic; and

WHEREAS, the genius of Coach Calipari was shown this season in his ability to harness the talents of an extremely young, extremely talented team, and in getting them to play with a team-first attitude that stressed defense and superseded any thoughts of individual statistics; and

WHEREAS, the 2011-2012 University of Kentucky Men’s Basketball team thrilled fans across the Commonwealth and around the world all season and completed their run by etching their names into the history books of the storied Kentucky Basketball program and will always be remembered for their hard work, teamwork, and determination in bringing the NCAA national championship back to its rightful place in the Commonwealth; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby applaud the University of Kentucky Men’s Basketball team and Coach John Calipari for their accomplishments during this historic season, offer their heartiest congratulations upon winning the 2012 NCAA Division I Men's Basketball Championship, and wish the team and all the players and coaches good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Ruth Ann Palumbo for presentation to the team.
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