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A RESOLUTION urging Congress to oppose the U.S. Department of Labor's proposed changes to the current farm labor exemptions from child labor regulations of the Fair Labor Standards Act, as published at 76 F.R. 54836-54885.

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Labor has proposed regulatory revisions that could significantly limit the work that youth can do on farms; and

WHEREAS, the proposed rule changes could have an adverse ripple effect on Kentucky's farm economy which exceeded $5 billion for the first time last year; and

WHEREAS, the proposed changes would not apply to children working on farms owned by their parents but likely would hamper young people from working for relatives with farming operations that are partnerships, LLCs, or corporations; and

WHEREAS, the proposed regulations make a number of substantial changes related to equipment and machinery use, farm animal care and involvement, certain harvesting and storage activities, and participation in the cultivation, harvesting, and curing of tobacco; and

WHEREAS, the proposed changes would affect children's ability earn money, work for their families, and learn important life skills and training needed to work in agriculture; and

WHEREAS, children engaged in supervised youth events such as 4-H and FFA livestock shows and tractor-driving contests could be affected by the proposed rules; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky farmers have the welfare of their children and young relatives in mind in the course of agriculture production; and

WHEREAS, dramatic improvements in the area of rollover guards and operator presence technology make power-driven equipment much safer than in past decades;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives encourages Congress to oppose the U.S. Department of Labor's proposed changes to the current farm labor exemptions from child labor regulations of the Fair Labor Standards Act, as published at 76 F.R. 54836-54885.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation.
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