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A RESOLUTION honoring Darrell Waltrip, Kentucky stock car racing legend, upon his induction into the NASCAR Hall of Fame.

WHEREAS, Darrell Waltrip was born on February 15, 1947, in Owensboro, Kentucky, and began his esteemed National Association of Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR) career in 1972, retiring in 2000 after an impressive and victory-filled 29 years of racing; and

WHEREAS, Darrell Waltrip is a three-time NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Champion, winning the title in 1981, 1982, and 1985 while driving for NASCAR  Hall of Fame owner/driver Junior Johnson, and holds the record for most wins of the Charlotte’s World 600 at Charlotte Motor Speedway with five; and

WHEREAS, throughout his distinguished career, Darrell Waltrip earned 59 poles, ranking him fifth all-time in NASCAR Sprint Cup history, to go along with his 84 career victories that put him in fourth place all-time; and

WHEREAS, in 1981, his first championship season, Darrell Waltrip tallied an impressive 12 wins and 21 top-five finishes in 31 races; he repeated in 1982 as NASCAR Sprint Cup champion, winning 12 races along with 20 top-ten finishes in 30 races; and

WHEREAS, in his final championship season of 1985, Darrell Waltrip finished with three wins and 21 top-ten finishes in 28 races; and

WHEREAS, Darrell Waltrip won NASCAR’s most popular driver award in 1989 and 1990, was named one of NASCAR’s "50 Greatest Drivers" in 1998, and along with his younger brother Michael, became the only sibling duo to win the famous Daytona 500; and 

WHEREAS, after his legendary racing career ended, Darrell Waltrip has worked as a commentator for FOX’s broadcasts of NASCAR races and has become an ambassador for the world of motorsports and stock car racing by appearing in popular cultural entertainment, including the 2006 comedy film, "Talladega Nights" and the Disney animated films "Cars" and "Cars 2"; and

WHEREAS, on June 15th, 2011, Darrell Waltrip was inducted into the NASCAR Hall of Fame in Charlotte, North Carolina, as part of the third class of inductees; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that public recognition and honor be bestowed upon Darrell Waltrip for his many accomplishments, both throughout his storied racing career and in his post-racing activities;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby declare Darrell Waltrip to be an exemplary representative of the Commonwealth, commend him upon his induction into the NASCAR Hall of Fame, and wish him good fortune in all his future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Darrell Waltrip, P.O. Box 293, Harrisburg, North Carolina 28025.
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