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A RESOLUTION urging parents to have their daughters ages nine and older and their sons ages 11 and older vaccinated with the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination, adult females and males through age 26 to have the HPV vaccination, and all citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to become more knowledgeable of the benefits of HPV vaccination.

WHEREAS, HPV is the most common sexually transmitted infection in the United States; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 6.2 million persons in the United States are newly infected with HPV every year; and

WHEREAS, although the majority of infections cause no symptoms and are self-limited, persistent genital HPV infection can cause cervical cancer in women and other types of anogenital cancers and genital warts in both men and women; and

WHEREAS, cervical cancer is the most common HPV-associated cancer among women, and head and neck cancers are the most common HPV-associated cancers among men; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 24,900 HPV-associated cancers occur each year in the United States; more than 17,300 HPV-associated cancers occur yearly in women and almost 7,600 occur yearly in men; and

WHEREAS, in 2007, Kentucky had the one of highest cervical cancer rates among females at nine per 100,000 and one of the highest death rates at 3.2 per 100,000 compared to 39 other reporting states; and

WHEREAS, in 2007 approximately 203 women had cervical cancer and 75 women died of cervical cancer in Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, clinical trials indicate that vaccination has high efficacy in preventing persistent HPV infection in males and females who have not already been infected with the respective HPV type; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommends routine HPV vaccination in females age nine to 26 and in males age 11 to 26; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that in 2007, 27. 2 percent of females in the recommended age groups in Kentucky had the full three shot series of the HPV vaccine recommended for maximum effectiveness of the vaccine;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives urge parents to have their daughters ages nine and older and their sons ages 11 and older vaccinated with the HPV vaccination, adult females and males through age 26 to have the HPV vaccination, and all citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to become more knowledgeable of the benefits of HPV vaccination.
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