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A RESOLUTION honoring Charles H. Deters on being named the Northern Kentucky Bar Association's Distinguished Lawyer of the Year for 2011, and for a lifetime of achievement and community service.

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters has been named Distinguished Lawyer of the Year by the Northern Kentucky Bar Association, a distinction which honors a lifetime of professionalism and achievements; and

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters always worked hard and paid his own way through school, graduating from the Covington of Latin School, Villa Madonna College, now known as Thomas More College, and the University of Cincinnati Law School. He formed a construction company with his brother and began building houses as a sophomore in college in 1946. He served in the U.S. Army for two years during which time he operated an Army hospital. This spurred his whirlwind career in law and business ranging from counseling some of Northern Kentucky's biggest institutions to franchising pizza parlors; and

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters went on to build Northern Kentucky's largest law firm, Deters, Benzinger, & LaVelle, now known as Dressman, Benzinger, & LaVelle, after he began representing clients at the young age of 24, including the Bishop, the Diocese, and St. Elizabeth Medical Center. Nothing intimidated or scared him. His key to success is his ability to get to the essence of a problem quickly. At age 30, he was elected chairman of St. Elizabeth Medical Center, in which position he served for more than 20 years. During that time, he led the board in making the decision to build St. Elizabeth South at its current location and to become self insured; and

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters helped found the Kenton County Planning and Zoning Commission. Through this endeavor he created the "institution" zone for Thomas More College and St. Elizabeth. In the 1980's, he, along with others, formed the first Northern Kentucky bank holding company. He is the current majority shareholder of Farmers National Bank and the Independent Bank of Ocala. He is the chairman and majority shareholder of The Deters Company, which owns a chain of British Petroleum (BP) convenience stores, 75 Snappy Tomato Pizza franchises, and Wendy's franchises; and

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters, a man of many talents, also breeds championship horses. He owns and operates horse farms including a 1,000 acre thoroughbred horse farm in Kenton, County, and another in Ocala, Florida. With great pride he can say that he owns the farm where the Triple Crown winner, Affirmed, was born; and

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters served on the board of trustees of Thomas More College for more than 20 years and for a time even ran the college. A firm believer in the value of hard work and education, he paid everything from tuition to books for his children. He paid for ten of his 11 children to attend Thomas More. He paid for one of his children to attend Redwood School and drove that child to school each day; and

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters also served as a long-standing member on many boards including the St. Claire Medical Center in Morehead, Kentucky, Providence Hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio, Our Lady Bellefont in Ashland, Kentucky, St. Francis in Cincinnati, Ohio, and St. Mary's Hospital in Quincy, Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters had a client list that included the Diocese, St. Elizabeth, Thomas More, Turfway Park, First Federal Savings & Loan, The Drawbridge, Waco Oil Company, Kenton County School District, Farmers National Bank, Huntington Bank, Kentucky Farm Bureau, and the Kentucky Post. This Northern Kentucky client list meant that his steady hand and keen legal mind guided the largest institution in Northern Kentucky, the Diocese, the only daily newspaper, the largest hospital, the only horse track, the largest local bank holding company (Covington Trust), the largest savings and loan, the largest hotel at the time, the largest school district, and the largest Shell gas distributor; and

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters is known for his generosity, often never sending a bill for his time, donating countless hours of time, and donating millions of dollars of money and land to the institutions he loves. He believes that building a relationship with his clients is the most important thing and that a good lawyer needs to advise a client of not only the options, but the course of action that should be taken; and

WHEREAS, Charles H. Deters has been married to his lovely wife, Mary Sue, for more than 50 years, has 11 children, and 30 grandchildren. He is most proud of his remarkable children, all of whom grew up to be hard workers full of the unbelievable dedication and drive he has instilled in them. He taught his children how to solve legal problems by using common sense and a practical approach;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representative congratulates Charles H. Deters upon being named the Northern Kentucky Bar Association's Lawyer of the Year for 2011, and for a lifetime of achievement and service to his community.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Charles H. Deters.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Thomas Kerr for personal delivery.
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