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A RESOLUTION recognizing 2012 as the 30th anniversary of the sister state relationship between Taiwan and the Commonwealth of Kentucky and adjourning in honor of this ongoing relationship.

WHEREAS, in November 1982, Governor John Y. Brown Jr. signed an agreement linking Taiwan and Kentucky as sister states. It was a milestone marking the beginning of a mutually beneficial relationship designed to promote one another's economies, cultures, and social welfare; and

WHEREAS, the United States and Taiwan have been long-standing allies who both value and are committed to the ideals of freedom, democracy, and human rights; and

WHEREAS, through decades of hard work, Taiwan has transformed itself into an economic power as the 19th largest economy in the world and is steadily developing into a major international trading power. With its growing prosperity and success has come greater economic and social stability; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan is an active member in the international community and has increased its involvement in various international forums, including participation in the World Health Organization, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the International Civil Aviation Administration; and

WHEREAS, under President Ma Ying-jeou's leadership, Taiwan and the People's Republic of China have held numerous rounds of talks and signed 15 agreements, including the Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement, which was a major step toward enhancing and improving cross-Strait relations; and

WHEREAS, on January 14, 2012, the people of Taiwan elected President Ma Ying-jeou to a second term, demonstrating the vitality and strength of its democratic process. For its strong democratic values, Taiwan deserves to be commended; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan has a long history of commitment to international humanitarian aid, and Kentucky has been a direct beneficiary of its heartfelt concern. When the Commonwealth was hit by significant storms, tornadoes, and flooding in the spring and summer of 2011, the government of Taiwan, in a bold move filled with generosity and compassion, donated $20,000 to the Louisville Chapter of the American Red Cross in order to assist the Commonwealth with disaster relief efforts in a time of great need; and

WHEREAS, in the 30 years of sisterhood between Taiwan and Kentucky, the two have enjoyed a great friendship for which the Commonwealth is very grateful, which will only be strengthened in the future;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby recognize 2012 as the 30th anniversary of the sister state relationship between Taiwan and the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and when the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of this ongoing relationship.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Tanya Pullin, Room 332C, Capitol Annex, for delivery.
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