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A RESOLUTION encouraging all local public health departments to pursue national accreditation and the Kentucky Public Health Leadership Institute to promote this goal.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a system of 58 county, city-county, district health departments, and independent district health departments; and

WHEREAS, the core functions public health departments are to assess the health status of the population, develop public health policies, enforce public health laws, and educate the population on public health issues; and

WHEREAS, the importance of public health departments in the monitoring, delivering, and providing information on health issues is growing; and

WHEREAS, national accreditation involves the development of a set of standards, a process to measure public health department performance against those standards, and reward or recognition for those public health departments who meet the standards; and

WHEREAS, national accreditation can help public health departments to identify performance improvement opportunities, improve management, develop leadership, and improve relationships with the community; and

WHEREAS, national accreditation could encourage and stimulate quality and performance improvement in the public health departments as well as stimulate greater accountability, consistency, and transparency; and

WHEREAS, public health departments that achieve accreditation could position themselves favorably for the receipt of funds from public agencies and private organizations; and

WHEREAS, several local public health departments in the Commonwealth are already making progress towards national accreditation; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Public Health Leadership Institute can promote the achievement of national accreditation, facilitate discussion and the flow of ideas, and encourage the promulgation of best practices necessary to ultimately realize the goal of national accreditation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives encourage all local public health departments to pursue national accreditation to improve best practices in the assessment, monitoring, and educating on health of the citizens of the Commonwealth and encourage the Kentucky Public Health Leadership Institute to promote this goal.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Kentucky Public Health Leadership Institute, University of Kentucky College of Public Health, 121 Washington Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky 40536-0003, with the purpose of distributing it to all 58 public health departments.
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