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A RESOLUTION urging the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to consider policy changes allowing the organization some leeway to grant farmers the opportunity to draw water from Corps-controlled lakes and reservoirs for irrigation on an emergency basis. 

WHEREAS, Kentucky is not immune from periods of drought, having experienced three significant periods in the past 20 years, 1998, 1999-2000, and 2007-2008; and

WHEREAS, drought-like conditions have occurred in other years, with regions of the state affected; and

WHEREAS, periods of drought can have widespread environmental, economic, and human health and safety impacts; and

WHEREAS, drought can affect agricultural production because during dry conditions there is not enough soil moisture to meet the needs of particular crops at particular times; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is perceived as a water-rich state, with abundant yearly rainfall, groundwater, and water resources; and

WHEREAS, numbered among the water resources in Kentucky are 13 lakes and reservoirs under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; and

WHEREAS, the Corps has policies in place governing drought contingency water supply that puts a preference on a state or subdivision entering  into an agreement to act as a wholesaler for regional water requirements; and

WHEREAS, during drought conditions, the Corps has occasionally issued permits for temporary withdrawal of water from its lakes and reservoirs, but crop irrigation is not allowed; and

WHEREAS, farmers in Kentucky have sometimes requested permission to withdraw water from Corps lakes and reservoirs for short-term irrigation of crops grown nearby that have been impacted by dry conditions, but have been denied; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Governor and members of Kentucky's Congressional delegation are requested to urge the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to review its policies with a goal of allowing Corps officials in Kentucky the power to grant farmers located near agency lakes and reservoirs permission to use water from the impoundments for crop irrigation on a case-by-case basis during emergency drought conditions.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Governor and each of the members of Kentucky's Congressional Delegation.
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