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AN ACT relating to autism spectrum disorders.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 194A.620 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Kentucky General Assembly finds that the various departments, agencies, and entities providing care and treatment to individuals with an autism spectrum disorder, otherwise known as ASD, often do so without the necessary collaboration or sharing of information on training, treatments, and services. The General Assembly declares that the purpose of this section and KRS 194A.622 is to establish:

(a)
A commission to develop and monitor the implementation of a comprehensive state plan for an integrated system of training, treatments, and services for individuals of all ages with an ASD; and

(b)
A timeline for implementing and monitoring the recommendations of the plan, as appropriate, in all geographic regions of the state.

(2)
As used in this section,[ and] KRS 194A.622, and Sections 2 and 3 of this Act, "autism spectrum disorders" or "ASD" has the same meaning as "pervasive developmental disorders" in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, fourth edition (DSM-IV). The term includes five (5) diagnostic subcategories:

(a)
Autistic disorder;

(b)
Asperger's disorder;

(c)
Pervasive disorder not otherwise specified;

(d)
Rett's disorder; and

(e)
Childhood disintegrative disorder.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 194A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Office of Autism Spectrum Disorders is hereby created within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services.

(2)
The office shall be headed by a director who shall be a full-time, permanent employee and shall be responsible for the staffing and operational details of the office. The director shall have at least a bachelor's degree in a human service or related field, with three (3) years of experience working with individuals with ASD.
(3)
The office's duties, rights, and responsibilities shall include but not be limited to the following:

(a)
Maintain an active inventory of services and resources available to individuals with ASD, their families, and caregivers;

(b)
Maintain a user-friendly Web site of services and resources available to individuals with ASD, their families, and caregivers;

(c)
Compile a list of unmet needs and services for individuals with ASD, their families, and caregivers;

(d)
Review biennium budgets from all sources that provide targeted funding for services and supports for individuals with ASD, their families, and caregivers;

(e)
Identify additional funding sources in order to support and expand services to individuals with ASD;

(f)
Identify support services and service providers that promote self-determination and consumer-directed options to assist individuals with ASD, their families, and caregivers in determining the services best-suited to meet their needs;

(g)
Monitor the implementation of the comprehensive state plan created by the Kentucky Commission on Autism Spectrum Disorders for an integrated system of training, treatment, and services for individuals of all ages with ASD; and

(h)
Provide to the Governor and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare, by August 1, 2013, and annually thereafter by August 1, a report on the state of ASD services in the Commonwealth, including but not limited to the number of individuals with ASD provided services, a list of identified unmet needs, and the number of individuals with ASD awaiting services.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 194A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is hereby created the State Interagency Autism Spectrum Disorder Council to be composed of twenty-one (21) members to be appointed by the Secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services by October 1, 2012, to serve a term of three (3) years. The members of the council shall be geographically and culturally representative of the population of the Commonwealth and conform to the requirements of federal law and regulations. For administrative purposes, the council shall be attached to the Office of Autism Spectrum Disorders and the membership shall be as follows: 

(a)
The commissioner of the Department for Medicaid Services or his or her designee;

(b)
The commissioner of the Department for Aging and Independent Living or his or her designee;

(c)
The director of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation or his or her designee; 

(d)
The commissioner of the Department of Insurance or his or her designee; 

(e)
The commissioner of the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services or his or her designee;

(f)
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Part C Coordinator for Kentucky;

(g)
The director of the Division of Exceptional Children;

(h)
The director of the Kentucky Council on Developmental Disabilities;

(i)
The executive director of the Kentucky Autism Training Center;

(j)
The executive director of the Kentucky Pediatric Society; 

(k)
The chair of the Council on Postsecondary Education;

(l)
One (1) member representing an entity responsible for personnel preparation such as a representative from an institution of higher education or pre-service training organization;

(m)
One (1) member representing the Autism Society of the Bluegrass;

(n)
One (1) member representing the Autism Society of Kentuckiana;

(o)
Two (2) members representing the Autism Caregiver Support group, one (1) from eastern Kentucky and one (1) from western Kentucky;

(p)
One (1) member who is an adult with ASD;

(q)
Two (2) members who are parents or guardians of individuals with ASD, with one (1) being the parent or guardian of a child three (3) to eighteen (18) years of age; and one (1) being the parent or guardian of a child over the age of eighteen (18); and

(r)
Two (2) members who are public or private providers of services to individuals with ASD.

(2)
The state Interagency Autism Spectrum Disorder Council shall:

(a)
Provide advice and guidance regarding all aspects of the workings of the Office of Autism Spectrum Disorders;

(b)
Meet at least four (4) times per year; and

(c)
Review the annual report of the Office of Autism Spectrum Disorders prior to submission to the Governor and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare.

(3)
Members of the council who are not state employees shall be reimbursed for necessary and actual expenses.

(4)
The cabinet shall provide personnel adequate to insure that the council has the capacity to fulfill its responsibilities.
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