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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	450


	Bill #:
	SB 123 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Uniform referencum petition requirements


	Sponsor:
	Senator Damon Thayer


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Clerks


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 123 GA requires that referendum petitions include the printed name, signature, birth year (the original version required a birth date), residential address, and the date the petitioner signed the petition. It requires that to be eligible to sign a referendum petition, a person must live in the district or jurisdiction that will be effected by the referendum.  The petition signer must be a registered voter.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 123 GA on local government is expected to be nil.
It should not require additional time, effort, or funding for county governments to comply with the requirements of SB 123 GA.  The Elections Committee of the Kentucky County Clerks Association points out that a printed signature will be helpful given that some signatures are difficult to read.  Inclusion of a birth year provides a useful identifier, and requiring the date of signing the petition lets the clerk know that the petition was signed within a prescribed timeframe.  

The Kentucky county clerks believe it is possible that the requirement for uniform petitions will reduce the number of lawsuits questioning whether signers were residents of the proper jurisdiction and will minimize issues concerning verification of signatures.
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