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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1288


	Bill #:
	SB 151


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Constitutional Amendment authorizing the establishment of casino gaming.


	Sponsor:
	Sen. Damon Thayer


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	 
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Clerks; County Boards of Elections


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	X
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
BR 1288 requires that a constitutional question be placed on Kentucky’s ballots that would require the General Assembly to enact legislation authorizing the establishment of casino gaming at no more than five licensed horse racing tracks and at no more than two other locations.  Casinos not at horse racing tracks must be at least 60 miles from a horse racing track.  Casino gaming is to be strictly regulated, and the purposes for which revenues generated by casino gaming are to be expended are specified.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of BR 1288 on local government is expected to be minimal.  

If BR 1288 is enacted, county clerks would be required to place a constitutional question on their ballots asking whether the General Assembly should authorize casino gambling as outlined above.  Since the question would be considered as an additional item on an already scheduled statewide election for members of the House of Representatives, the only additional cost county clerks would have related to the election are the additional costs of programming the voting machines.

According to Harp Enterprises, a vendor that provides electronic voting machines to 97 Kentucky counties, there is some additional programming cost to add a constitutional amendment question to a ballot.  For example, the cost to add a constitutional amendment to the ballot for Franklin County, with 44 precincts, is estimated to be between $1,250 and $2,000.

This review does not include an analysis of the fiscal impact on local governments that would occur if the proposed constitutional amendment is adopted and the General Assembly acts in accordance with the constitutional amendment at a future date.
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