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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1384


	Bill #:
	SB 159


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Constitutional amendment to create a Kentucky Pardon Board


	Sponsor:
	Sen. Walter Blevins


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	KY County Clelrks, Local Jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 159 proposes a Constitutional amendment to create a Kentucky Pardon Board and makes conforming amendments to the Constitution.  The seven members of the board are to be appointed as provided by the General Assembly.  The proposed board would have the authority to grant a full pardon, lessen a sentence of death, lessen terms of imprisonment, lessen fine amounts, and restore rights to vote, hold public office, possess firearms, and possess explosives.  The Governor’s rights to grant pardons and commute sentences would not be affected.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 159 requiring a constitutional question to be placed on the election ballot is estimated to be minimal, and the fiscal impact on local government of creating a Kentucky Pardon Board is indeterminable.
According to Harp Enterprises, a vendor that provides voting machines to 97 Kentucky counties, there are some additional programming costs to add a constitutional amendment question to a ballot.  For example, the cost to add a constitutional question to the ballot for Franklin County, with 44 precincts, is estimated to be between $1,250 and $2,000.

If SB 159 is enacted, it would be impossible to predict how many sentences of imprisonment and fines would be reduced by the newly created Kentucky Pardon Board.  SB 159 provides that “The manner of application for relief and other matters relating to the operation of the Kentucky Pardon Board shall be specified by the General Assembly by general law.”  Until the General Assembly acts in this manner, the fiscal impact on local governments is indeterminable.
As a point of reference, local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals charged with Class A or Class B misdemeanors and housing those charged with felony offenses until disposition of the case.  While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, the state’s cost to incarcerate a felony inmate in a jail is $34.91 per day, lessening the terms of imprisonment could reduce these costs to some degree.
	Data Source(s):
	Harp Enterprises, Department of Corrections
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