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AN ACT relating to state emblems.

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Cadet Corps, with a proud lineage that traces to April 10, 1909, is our country's longest-serving nationwide cadet program; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Cadet Corps moved its headquarters and summer training programs to Forest Hill Station, the site of the former Millersburg Military Institute, on September 5, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the U.S. Army Cadet Corps is, "To instill in young Americans, through a multi-faceted Army Cadet program which is physically and mentally challenging and rewarding, the importance of national pride, service to others, and maintaining a drug-free and gang-free lifestyle"; and

WHEREAS, the officers, noncommissioned officers, and cadets of the U.S. Army Cadet Corps, through its modified Army uniform, military rank structure, and strong adherence to military tradition, are a positive reflection of the men and women who proudly serve in the United States Army and the Kentucky Army National Guard; and

WHEREAS, several hundred young men and women, age 12 through 18, from across our nation and globe, travel to Millersburg, Kentucky, each year to receive a realistic, challenging, and rewarding introduction to the military lifestyle; and

WHEREAS, the concept of cadetting in the Commonwealth of Kentucky has been a bastion of patriotism, leadership, and personal development since 1893 through a firm honor code which demands the highest standards of honorable living. "A cadet will not lie, cheat, or steal," is at the heart of the philosophy of the U.S. Army Cadet Corps; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Cadet Corps has expanded its 103-year proud history of developing America's youth by establishing Forest Hill Military Academy, a boarding and day school for young men and women in sixth through twelfth grades, which continues the city of Millersburg's longstanding tradition of excellence by providing cadets with an exceptional academic and athletic experience while instilling the important values of good character and leadership so that each graduate will take his or her place as a citizen leader of tomorrow; and

WHEREAS, Forest Hill Military Academy prepares young people for the intellectual, physical, and emotional challenges of attending a college, university, or service academy, entering into military service, or pursuit of other professional endeavors; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of former cadets of the U.S. Army Cadet Corps and Millersburg Military Institute have played their role in war and peace since 1893 by serving with honor and distinction as valiant soldiers, marines, sailors, and airmen in defense of our nation; and

WHEREAS, a strong partnership between the Kentucky Army National Guard and the U.S. Army Cadet Corps will serve the Commonwealth of Kentucky and our nation by providing young people with an insight into the rewards and benefits associated with military service; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Cadet Corps has had a significant impact on the economic improvement of Millersburg, Bourbon County, and the Commonwealth through the revitalization of Forest Hill Station and the surrounding area; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth is extremely proud of the rich and colorful legacy of the U.S. Army Cadet Corps and recognizes the Corps' vitally important contributions to youth development and education in Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The U.S. Army Cadet Corps is named and designated as the official cadet program and Forest Hill Military Academy is named and designated as the official military school of Kentucky.
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