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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1878


	Bill #:
	SB 211


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Candidacy filing papers


	Sponsor:
	Senator Ray Jones


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Clerks


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 211 requires county clerks and the Secretary of State to examine candidacy filing papers and determine if the residential addresses for the candidate and at least two registered voters who signed the papers are located in the district or jurisdiction from which the candidate seeks nomination.  If there is a deficiency or if an address is not located within the district or jurisdiction where the candidate seeks nomination, the county clerk or Secretary of State must notify the candidate by certified mail within 24 hours of filing.  The candidate must be notified that his or her name will not be placed on the ballot unless the filing papers are amended, or unless the candidate files new candidacy papers.
A process for the review of the determination by the county clerk or the Secretary of State is provided in Circuit Court and the Court of Appeals.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 211 on local government is indeterminable.
The requirement that county clerks verify the residence addresses of the candidates and signees would involve checking their county’s on-line voter registration rolls, which should not be an additional expense.
Currently, county clerks accept candidacy filing papers as being accurate “on their face,” and it is up to other candidates or voters to question the legitimacy of filing papers in court.  The Kentucky County Clerks Elections Committee is concerned that SB 211 could put county clerks in the center of the case, requiring them to appear and spend time in court, taking them away from the other duties that they must perform.  How often this situation might arise is not predictable.
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