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2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	942


	Bill #:
	SB 214


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Death of a minor.


	Sponsor:
	Senator Dorsey Ridley


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Coroners, Local Legislative Bodies


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 214 requires coroners, when there is a death of a minor, to notify the State Medical Examiner, who must perform an autopsy or cause an autopsy to be conducted to determine a cause of death and any contributing cause of death.  The autopsy report, in a criminal case, is to be made available to a prosecutor or defense attorney upon a proper subpoena, and in a civil case, the report is to be made available to a plaintiff’s or defense attorney upon a proper subpoena.  The autopsy report is not to be a public record unless made available by a proper subpoena.
Various sections of KRS Chapter 72 are amended to conform.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 214 on county coroners’ offices is indeterminable, but may be a moderate to significant cost depending on the number of autopsies to be performed.
In 2009, using the most recent information from the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, 594 children, aged birth through age 17, died in Kentucky.  The Kentucky Medical Examiner’s Office reports that they performed 285 autopsies on youngsters up to the age of 19 in 2009.  Although the data is not exactly comparable with regard to ages, it can be assumed that if the requirements of SB 214 were in effect in 2009, the Kentucky Medical Examiner would have performed approximately 309 more autopsies.  This would mean that county coroners would have had had approximately 309 more bodies to transport to the Medical Examiner’s Office in 2009.
County coroners and their respective local legislative bodies must pay the expenses of transporting deceased individuals to the Kentucky Medical Examiner’s offices in Louisville, Frankfort, or Fort Thomas.  The Madisonville office that previously handled cases from Western Kentucky has closed.
The cost of transporting bodies to the Medical Examiner’s Office is indeterminable, because each Kentucky county has its own method of budgeting and funding their coroner’s office.  The county, through their coroner’s office, must bear the cost of transporting the deceased minors to the Medical Examiner’s Office.  Some counties bear the cost of bringing the deceased back home.  Some counties require the families of the deceased to bring the bodies back home, utilizing the services of their funeral home.  The cost of transportation is indeterminable because, depending on the county involved, the distances and time required to transport the deceased to the Medical Examiner’s Office are different.  Additionally, some counties have a very limited number of deputy coroners, and sending one of their deputies to the Medical Examiner’s Office may provide a hardship.

	Data Source(s):
	Cabinet for Health and Family Services; Kentucky Medical Examiner's Office; Kentucky Coroners' Association
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