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AN ACT relating to accessible electronic information services to the blind and disabled and making an appropriation therefor.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 163.489 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Accessible Electronic Information Service Program is created and shall be provided by a nonprofit entity or entities selected by the Office for the Blind through a state bidding process in accordance with KRS Chapter 45A. The Office for the Blind shall administer funding to the nonprofit entity or entities for program services. The program shall include:

(a)
Intrastate access for eligible persons to read audio editions of newspapers, magazines, newsletters, schedules, announcements, and other information using a touch-tone telephone, radio, or other technologies that produce audio editions by use of computer; and

(b)
A means of program administration and reader registration on the Internet, or by mail, telephone, or any other method providing consumer access.

(2)
The program shall:

(a)
Provide accessible electronic information services for all eligible blind and disabled persons as defined by KRS 163.487(2); and

(b)
Make maximum use of available state, federal, and other funds by obtaining grants or in-kind support from appropriate programs and securing access to low-cost interstate rates for telecommunications by reimbursement or otherwise.

(3)
In the competitive bidding process used to select the nonprofit entity, the Office for the Blind shall consider an entity that has previously provided accessible electronic information services to the blind and disabled in Kentucky, and that has the existing technological infrastructure to provide these services.

(4)
A nonprofit entity participating in the Accessible Electronic Information Service Program shall submit an annual report by October 1 of each year to the Office for the Blind of all services provided. The report shall include but not be limited to:

(a)
An accounting of funds received;

(b)
The types and numbers of people served;

(c)
The frequency of which services were accessed;

(d)
Recommendations for improvement of the program; and

(e)
The types and number of program services for the blind or visually impaired that are currently being offered in Kentucky and are incorporated in the program.

(5)
'The Office for the Blind shall review new technologies and current service programs in Kentucky for the blind and visually impaired that are available to expand audio communication if the office determines that these new technologies will expand access to consumers in a cost-efficient manner. The office may implement recommendations from the Office for the Blind State Rehabilitation Council for improving the program.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 278 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
To support the program created under Section 1 of this Act the Public Service Commission shall require all local exchange telecommunications companies to impose periodic surcharges on bills rendered to all local exchange telecommunications company customers.

(2)
The Public Service Commission, in consultation with the Office for the Blind and the entity or entities participating in the program, shall annually determine the amount of the surcharge based on the amount of funding necessary to support the program created under Section 1 of this Act.

(3)
The amount of the surcharge may be computed as a portion of any other surcharge required under existing law, order, or regulation, but shall not increase the surcharge by more than two cents ($0.02) per line each month.

(4)
Local exchange telecommunications companies shall remit the amount received from the surcharge to the Office for the Blind, in accordance with a schedule determined by the Public Service Commission not to exceed the amount of the contracted services as determined in the competitive bidding process.
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