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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating the "Cpl. Richard Earl Bush Memorial Highway" in Barren County.

WHEREAS, Corporal Richard E. Bush was born on December 23, 1924, in Glasgow, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Richard E. Bush, was the loving husband of Stella Bush; the devoted father of son Richard Bush Jr., and the loving grandfather of two grandsons; and 

WHEREAS, Corporal Richard E. Bush completed one year of high school before joining the United States Marine Corps in September of 1942, and shortly thereafter became squad leader for 1st Battalion, 4th Marines, 6th Marine Division; and

WHEREAS, On April 15th, 1945, during the final assault on Mount Yaetake in Northern Okinawa, Corporal Richard E. Bush, while serving as squad leader, came under heavy artillery fire, led his troops against an enemy stronghold, being the first unit to break through the inner defense, ignoring his own serious injuries until ordered to receive medical treatment; and 

WHEREAS, Corporal Richard E. Bush while being treated in the medical camp threw himself on an enemy grenade previously thrown among medical staff and wounded Marines, suffering serious wounds; and

WHEREAS, because of his extraordinary efforts, Corporal Richard E. Bush, was awarded the Medal of Honor by President Harry S. Truman on October 4, 1945, for "conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty."; and 

WHEREAS, Corporal Richard E. Bush received the Purple Heart for wounds received in Okinawa; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Richard E. Bush, following his service in the war, worked for the Veterans Administration as a counselor, where he helped veterans file claims for benefits, and where he retired in 1972; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Richard E. Bush traversed these earthly bounds on June 7, 2004 leaving behind many family members who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Corporal Richard E. Bush and is deeply grateful for the sacrifices he made for the freedom of all Americans;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to designate Kentucky Route 1519 in Barren County and U.S. Highway 68 in Barren County, from its intersection with Kentucky Route 1519 to its intersection with U.S. Highway 31E, as the "Cpl. Richard Earl Bush Memorial Highway." The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs denoting this designation.
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