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A RESOLUTION to honor West Kentucky Community and Technical College upon being named among the top five community colleges in the United States by the Aspen Institute.

WHEREAS, the Aspen Institute is an internationally renowned nonprofit organization dedicated to fostering enlightened leadership, identifying the ideals that define a good society, and providing a nonpartisan venue for exploring critical issues; and

WHEREAS, in 2011 the Aspen Institute launched the Aspen College Excellence Program in order to identify the nation's finest postsecondary practices that lead to stronger college student success, especially among the nation's growing population of low-income and minority students on American campuses; and

WHEREAS, the Aspen Institute undertook an unprecedented and rigorous review of more than 1,200 community colleges across the nation in search of extraordinary community colleges to serve as national models of student learning and degree completions; and

WHEREAS, West Kentucky Community and Technical College of Paducah was named a "Finalist with Distinction" placing it among the top five community colleges in the United States; and

WHEREAS, West Kentucky Community and Technical College serves a diverse mission of preparing students for work, professional placement, or transfer to four-year institutions, all in close partnership with the people of Paducah and McCracken County for the purpose of strengthening community and economic development; and 

WHEREAS, West Kentucky Community and Technical College maintains a graduation rate that exceeds the national average and has achieved an astounding 23 percent increase over the past five years; and 

WHEREAS, the West Kentucky Community and Technical College three-year graduation and transfer rate for minority students is 20 percent above the national average; and 

WHEREAS, the success of West Kentucky Community and Technical College is further demonstrated by its students who transfer to four-year institutions and have been shown to outperform their fellow Kentuckians in their junior and senior years;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate hereby honor and congratulate West Kentucky Community and Technical College upon its selection among the top five community colleges in the United States by the Aspen Institute.

Section 2.   The members of the Senate extend their congratulations to the people of Paducah and McCracken County for their partnership and support of the West Kentucky Community and Technical College.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to President Barbara Veazey, West Kentucky Community and Technical College, 4810 Alben Barkley Drive, Paducah, Kentucky 42001.
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