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A RESOLUTION in support of House Joint Resolution 97 proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States to establish that financial expenditures and in-kind contributions do not qualify as protected free speech under the First Amendment.

WHEREAS, the First Amendment to the United States Constitution was designed to protect the free speech rights of people, not corporations; and

WHEREAS, The United States Supreme court's ruling in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission has unleashed a torrent of corporate money in our political process, unmatched by any campaign expenditure totals in the United States' history; and

WHEREAS, on December 20, 2011, Representative John Yarmuth filed a bill that would amend the United States Constitution to help remove corporate and special interest money from the election process; and

WHEREAS, according to Representative John Yarmuth's office, outside groups spent four times more money on the 2010 mid-term elections compared to 2006; and

WHEREAS, Representative Walter Jones of North Carolina, co-sponsor of House Joint Resolution 97, has stated that in order to change Washington D.C. and return power to the citizens of this nation, changes have to be made in the way campaigns are financed; and

WHEREAS, free and fair elections are essential to American democracy and effective self governance; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the General Assembly of Kentucky urges the 112th Congress of the United States to pass House Joint Resolution 97, and send it to the states for ratification.

Section 2.   A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, and each member of the Kentucky delegation to the Congress of the United States.
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