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A RESOLUTION honoring O. Leonard "Len" Press for service to the Commonwealth and the founding of Kentucky Educational Television.

WHEREAS, Kentucky Educational Television was the pioneer in educational programming and is now the largest public television network in the county and second in the world; and

WHEREAS, O. Leonard Press, a native of Lowell, Massachusetts, began his career in media as a graduate student at the Boston University College of Communications; from 1948 to 1950 he conceived and produced some of the first educational programs in the nation and, as a consultant to the National Association of Educational Broadcasters, he originated the weekly broadcast from the National Press Club; and

WHEREAS, O. Leonard Press moved from Boston, Massachusetts to Kentucky in 1952 to accept a teaching position at the University of Kentucky; it was in this position that O. Leonard Press gained insight into the state's educational needs that served to reinforce his conviction that it is the responsibility of the media to serve education; and

WHEREAS, O. Leonard Press stated, "Across Kentucky, I saw the heroic struggle to provide equal education thwarted by the barrier of unequal resources. It was essential that we harness the power of television to assure the education and enrichment of our people so they would have every possible opportunity. We could not afford to accept less"; and

WHEREAS, it took O. Leonard Press more than a decade to raise the political and financial commitments to launch Kentucky Educational Television, but he never gave up; after many meetings with multiple Governors and business and educational professionals across the state, he finally received a large donation from the Stuart Blazer Foundation and grants from the United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare and the Appalachian Regional Commission, so that in 1968 Kentucky Educational Television was first aired; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky Educational Television now produces more instructional programming than any other state TV network; Kentucky Educational Television helps to unite Kentuckians with shows about the state’s arts, history, and culture while emphasizing public affairs by covering General Assembly sessions, hosting election debates, and producing widely watched programs such as Kentucky Tonight and Comment on Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, as Kentucky Educational Television celebrates its 44th year of excellence in broadcasting, O. Leonard Press's legacy continues; after 14 years as executive director, O. Leonard Press retired from Kentucky Educational Television in 1992; his successor states "he is the quintessential public servant";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body recognizes O. Leonard Press for his 60 years of service to the Commonwealth and the remarkable impact he has made in educating its citizens through the founding of Kentucky Educational Television.

Section 2.   The impact of O. Leonard Press's life and contribution to Kentucky will continue ripple across the nation and world for years to come. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Kathy W. Stein.

Page 1 of 1
BR085600.100 - 856 - 1364

Jacketed

