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A RESOLUTION honoring our friend and colleague, Representative Jimmie Lee, upon the occasion of earning the Senator John Heinz Memorial Award from the National Adult Day Services Association.

WHEREAS, Representative Jimmie Lee, a former sergeant in the US Air Force, owner and operator of a car dealership, and 32nd Degree Mason, was elected to represent the people of Hardin County (House District 25) in the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1993; and

WHEREAS, over his 19 years in the Kentucky General Assembly, Representative Lee has won the respect and admiration of his colleagues through his work on behalf of his constituents and the people of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee currently serves on the Appropriations and Revenue Committee, the State Government Committee, the Transportation Committee, the Rules Committee, and the Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, and chairs the Budget Review Subcommittee on Human Resources; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee, widely considered the legislative authority on Medicaid, has worked through his co-chairmanship of the Medicaid Oversight and Advisory Committee to contain the growth of Medicaid expenses while fighting to preserve the level of care; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee has dedicated much of his legislative work to protecting and defending those who often are unable to do so themselves, ensuring their voices are heard in the chambers of the Kentucky Capitol; and

WHEREAS, while Representative Lee has sponsored legislation ranging across the spectrum of health and human services, he has devoted a considerable amount of his work to those whose lives have been touched by mental illness, addictive disorders, and intellectual or physical disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee has worked diligently with the Kentucky Association of Adult Day Care Centers to promote client-focused, community-based options for individuals with developmental disabilities, including supporting a rate increase and regulation changes to preserve and promote these valuable services; and

WHEREAS, Representative Lee has been duly and deservedly acknowledged for his good deeds by the National Adult Day Services Association, which has bestowed upon him its national honor for outstanding contribution to the field of Adult Day Services, the Senator John Heinz Memorial Award; and

WHEREAS, this was Representative Lee's second national award this year for fighting on behalf of individuals with disabilities. Just this spring, he was the first recipient from Kentucky to win the Jacob K. Javits Award from the American Psychiatric Association; and

WHEREAS, the members of this Honorable Body humbly assemble this day to recognize our friend and colleague's devotion to the needs of this Commonwealth's most vulnerable citizens and join in a celebration of his good works;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate salute Representative Jimmie Lee for being awarded the Senator John Heinz Memorial Award from the National Adult Day Services Association and find Representative Lee wholly deserving of the honor.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the office of Representative Jimmie Lee.
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