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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Michael David Reliford.

WHEREAS, Michael David Reliford was born on January 20, 1944, in Ashland, Kentucky, to the late Warnie and Julia Adkins Reliford; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Reliford began his community involvement when he started working at the Ashland daily newspaper, The Independent, in 1965, as a member of the sports staff. With his integrity and love for the paper, Mr. Reliford became the sports editor in 1971, and his dedication was described as "fair and always for the kids"; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Reliford's community influence and devotion grew when he became the managing editor of The Independent in 1990, and in 2006, he became the newspaper's lead editor and general manager. His high quality of work was the result of his love for Ashland and the people of the area; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Reliford was an active member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and through his membership served his community's youth and veterans. His compassion and care spread throughout Ashland as he worked for a better quality of life for everyone; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Reliford was the beloved husband to Susan Swift Reliford for 35 beautiful years. As he departed this earthly realm on February 20, 2012, he joins his parents, son Todd, and brother Ronald Reliford in their Heavenly Home; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Reliford is survived by his wife, their son Matt Dixon and wife Pam, and his grandsons Tyler Reliford, Caden Dixon, and Collin Dixon; and

WHEREAS, while Mr. Reliford leaves behind a grieving family, newspaper, and community, he will be forever remembered for the values and ideals for which he lived and worked, and for helping his community and the entire Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and deepest sympathy upon the passing of Michael David Reliford and extends its sincerest condolences to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Michael David Reliford. 

Section 3. The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the office of Senator Walter Blevins, Jr. for delivery to the family.
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