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A RESOLUTION honoring William E. Summers IV upon his retirement and for his lifetime of commitment and service to the community.

WHEREAS, William E. Summers IV has served top leadership roles in Louisville city government over four decades and is currently chief administrative officer overseeing all aspects of public safety; and

WHEREAS, William E. Summers IV has dedicated his life of service to the city of Louisville; he states, "It has been an honor to serve my hometown, a community that I care for deeply. The past four decades have seen significant progress, advancements in all areas of Louisville, and I was fortunate to be involved in many of them"; and

WHEREAS, a native of Louisville, Kentucky, William E. Summers IV is a graduate of Central High School and studied political science and communications at Kentucky State University; and

WHEREAS, William E. Summers IV started his work with city government in 1968 as an administrative assistant for Louisville Mayor Frank Burke, supervising day-to-day operations, including being a liaison with the former Board of Aldermen; and

WHEREAS, William E. Summers IV was director of the city sanitation department for three years and in 1985 he was selected by newly-elected Mayor Jerry Abramson to become deputy mayor, a position he held from 1985 to 1999, and again after the city-county merger from 2003 to 2010; in 2011 he was named chief administrative officer and oversaw agencies including police, fire, emergency management services, the emergency management agency, and public works; and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Governor Jerry Abramson states, "Bill Summers defines the term, 'public servant'. For more than four decades, he has been a skilled leader, a thoughtful and true conscience for mayor after mayor. No one has shown more dedication to improving his hometown than William E. Summers IV"; and

WHEREAS, William E. Summers IV has been active in Louisville's business community, serving as executive vice president of Greater Louisville, Inc. from 1999 to 2003; he was also owner and president of Property Maintenance & Management Company and was operations manager and talk show host at WLOU-AM, a station founded by his father William Summers III; and

WHEREAS, William E. Summers IV served his county in the United States Army and as a member of the Kentucky National Guard; he has been involved in numerous civic organizations, from Actors Theatre to West Louisville Jaycees and served as chair of the Kentucky Derby Festival; and

WHEREAS, William E. Summers IV was active in the successful campaign to merge city and county governments and for much of his career with city government was the highest-ranking African American leader; and

WHEREAS, Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer says, "His deep knowledge of government and his roots in the community were critical in the first year of my administration. Bill has been a mentor and role model to me and many others, especially young African Americans. Our city is grateful for his wise and compassionate leadership and service"; and

WHEREAS, on March 1, 2012, William E. Summers IV will retire from the post of chief administrative officer but not from public service; his citizenship and dedication to the betterment of Louisville will continue through his work on the Louisville and Southern Indiana Bridges Authority; in addition, William E. Summers IV is an avid University of Kentucky fan and said he anticipates attending more basketball games and spending time with his children and grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its utmost respect and appreciation to William E. Summers IV for the four decades of continued service to the citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, and to its leadership. The Senate furthermore affirms the sentiment of the citizens of Louisville that his presence in the daily workings of city government will be missed and not easily replaced.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of William E. Summers IV.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the office of Senator Gerald A. Neal for presentation.

Page 1 of 1
BR196900.100 - 1969 - 5263

Jacketed

