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A RESOLUTION honoring Joseph R. "Joie" Ray, Jr., upon his induction into the Kentucky Motorsports Hall of Fame.

WHEREAS, Joseph R. "Joie" Ray, Jr., was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on September 29, 1923. He was the son of Joseph Ray, Sr., and Ella Hughes Ray, a school teacher and farm owner. Joseph Ray, Sr., served in the Eisenhower administration with the Housing and Home Finance Agency, now known as HUD, and later helped provide improved housing opportunities for African Americans near Chickasaw Park in Louisville, despite opposition from white citizens; and

WHEREAS, Joseph R. "Joie" Ray, Jr., was inspired by car racing after he and his wife visited the Winchester Speedway in Indiana in 1946. Joie Ray immediately began working as a crew member for race car owner Carl Ott in Louisville and began dreaming of his own racing career; and

WHEREAS, after winning money in a local numbers game, Joie Ray was able to purchase his first race car, a Dodge four-cylinder Sprint car,  in 1946, a car known as the #7 Joe's Special; and

WHEREAS, Joie Ray made history by becoming the first African American driver to participate with white drivers in a sanctioned Sprint car race in Mitchell, Indiana, on Easter Sunday, April 6, 1947. This race took place just days before Jackie Robinson's debut in major league baseball; and

WHEREAS, Joie Ray's career began with the Midwest Dirt Track Racing Association. He also competed with the Central States Racing Association and the International Motor Contest Association; and

WHEREAS, Joie Ray had a dream of racing in the Indianapolis 500, and set about becoming a member of the American Automobile Association, in order to be eligible to race. Joie Ray became the only African American license holder with the AAA, earning his first run on June 26, 1949. Unfortunately, the dream Joie Ray tried to fulfill fell through when he lost a sponsorship deal; and

WHEREAS, the racing career of Joie Ray continued until 1963, during which time he often had to race with inferior equipment but managed multitudes of top-five and top-ten finishes. During his racing career he was frequently denied food service and accommodations due to discrimination, but he also claimed he was supported by his fellow drivers; and

WHEREAS, Joie Ray was inducted into the Hoosier Auto Race Hall of Fame in 1995, and was one of 33 celebrities honored at the Indianapolis 500 during pre-race ceremonies in 2003 for being "a driver who helped eliminate the color barrier in motor sports"; and

WHEREAS, Joie Ray passed away on April 13, 2007. He will forever be remembered as not only a pioneer of race car driving, but as a great motivator of equality. He found a career and became a legend with a little bit of luck and a remarkable amount of passion; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Motorsports Hall of Fame will recognize the many contributions and accomplishments of Joie Ray when he is inducted into the Hall of Fame on August 11, 2012;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor Joseph R. "Joie" Ray, Jr., upon his induction into the Kentucky Motorsports Hall of Fame and recognizes his many contributions to the sport and to breaking down barriers for African Americans.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and memory of Joseph R. "Joie" Ray, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to Senator Gerald Neal, Annex Room 255, for delivery.
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