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A RESOLUTION urging Congress not to support federal contracts with Federal Prison Industries in lieu of private industries in Kentucky.

WHEREAS, a second Kentucky clothing manufacturer is facing the loss of a major government contract to federal prisoners; and

WHEREAS, Federal Prison Industries, a government corporation that provides jobs to federal prison inmates, is in competition with Campbellsville Apparel Company, which makes millions of T-shirts and underwear for the United States Armed Services. Should Federal Prison Industries gain control over this contract, then 115 of the 173 workers at Campbellsville Apparel Company will lose their job; and

WHEREAS, Campbellsville Apparel Company is producing 3.5 million T-shirts and 1.6 million pairs of underwear under a $64 million, five-year contract that ends in October. Campbellsville Apparel Company is competing for a new four-year contract that would be worth $7.9 million in the first year, and smaller amounts in subsequent years; and

WHEREAS, Federal Prison Industries has previously attempted to underbid Ashland Sales and Service, an Olive Hill, Kentucky, factory that produces jackets for the Air Force. Losing the Air Force contract would have forced the closure of Ashland Sales and Service and would have resulted in the elimination of 100 jobs; and

WHEREAS, due to Federal Prison Industries paying their inmates 23 cents to $1.15 an hour for their labor, private companies within Kentucky cannot compete for contracts producing goods for the military. The ability of Federal Prison Industries to take jobs away from hardworking, law abiding citizens of Kentucky is not good for the Commonwealth and poses a real threat to our economy;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Senate urges the Congress of the United States to support the contracts held by private industries from Kentucky over contracts with the Federal Prison Industries.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the offices of each member of Kentucky's Congressional delegation in Washington, D.C., and to the Speaker of the United States Senate, John Boehner, 1011 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515, and the Majority Leader of the United States Senate, Harry Reid, 522 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

Page 1 of 1
BR204700.100 - 2047 - 5550

Jacketed

