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A RESOLUTION urging the President of the United States to modify his budget proposal that increases health-care fees for military families using TRICARE.

WHEREAS, the 2013 Presidential Budget Proposal will increase the pharmacy co-pays for all Military Health System (TRICARE) beneficiaries and will phase in additional fee increases based on annual retirement pay for military retirees under the age of 65, raising the fees for some by as much as 345 percent; and 

WHEREAS, Kentuckians have a long standing history of military service dating back to the War of 1812, and have valiantly served our nation in every major war including the most recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. They and all other service members, retirees, and their families deserve to know that their country will take care of them and is grateful for the sacrifices they have made for the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky is home to two military installations, Fort Campbell and Fort Knox, which collectively are home to over 80,000 officers and enlisted men and women and their family members. The Commonwealth of Kentucky is also home to approximately 335,000 veterans; and 

WHEREAS, there are nearly 180,000 TRICARE eligible beneficiaries in the state of Kentucky, meaning the 2013 Presidential Budget Proposal could greatly affect the health-care costs of many Kentuckians; and 

WHEREAS, those currently in the military and veterans have made many sacrifices for our country and were promised that health-care would be provided for them. They should not have to be burdened with increased health-care costs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Senate urges President Barack Obama to modify his budget proposal that increases health-care fees for military families using TRICARE.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to President Barack Obama, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500.
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