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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Montrose D. "Monty" Justice, Jr.

WHEREAS, Montrose D. "Monty" Justice, Jr., was born and raised in Crescent Hill, in Louisville, Kentucky, and departed this earthly life for his Heavenly Home on February 6, 2012, at the age of 84. He attended Barret Middle School and graduated from Male High School. He joined the Navy in 1945, and served his country during World War II. After returning to the states, he enrolled in the University of Louisville where he attended the Speed Scientific School for three years. Before graduating, he changed his major and earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the School of Business. After receiving his undergraduate degree, he worked as an inventory control clerk at Tube Turns, a manufacturing company in Louisville. He became Materials Manager before retiring from Tube Turns in 1985, at the age of 58; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Justice was a rose garden enthusiast and the inventor of a fertilizer known as "Monty's Joy Juice." His inspiration to become a rosarian began in 1962, at the age of 35, when he attended the National Rose Show in Louisville, and thereafter befriended Mrs. C. T. Corn and Charlie Dawson, the founder of the Louisville Rose Society. For years, the two taught Mr. Justice how to care for roses, and he practiced his gardening hobby in his spare time; and

WHEREAS, after he retired from Tube Turns, Mr. Justice began his own rose care business. In 1991, he formed Monty's Rose Care, LLC, and through his hard work and prowess as a rosarian, his business grew to the point that Monty's Rose Care maintained 160 gardens, including the Gainsborough Horse Farm's 800-plant rose garden in Versailles and Overbrook Horse Farm's gardens in Lexington. He invented a fertilizer he called his "Joy Juice," which was pH-neutral to protect plants during the wintertime. His fertilizer became so popular that he formed Monty's Plant Food Company, Inc. in 1997 to make it available on a wide scale, and the fertilizer quickly gained popularity; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Justice was an active member of the American Rose Society and the Louisville Rose Society for over 40 years, and he was a rose judge at the Kentucky State Fair and many other regional and national annual rose shows every year. A mini-flora rose, "Monty's Joy," was named after Mr. Justice to honor his achievements as a rosarian; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Justice was known for his enthusiasm and ebullience, his kindness and generosity to others, and his devotion to nature's beauty. His philosophy was "to work on whatever you're doing until you do it very, very well. Then give it away. The secret is in doing for others, not keeping it for yourself." His life reflected this principle. He coached generations of children's sports teams and was an active member of Hurstbourne Baptist Church where he sang in the choir and oversaw the maintenance of the church grounds; and

WHEREAS, above all else, Mr. Justice loved his family. He is survived by his beloved wife of 49 years, Becky; his daughters, Debbie (Dennis) Stephens, and Jennifer (Matt) Merrick; his grandchildren, Joshua, Sarah, and Matty; and countless friends and extended family;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Montrose D. "Monty" Justice, Jr. 

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Montrose D. "Monty" Justice, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Paul Hornback for delivery to the family.
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