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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Russell Badgett, Jr.

WHEREAS, Russell Badgett, Jr., was born November 24, 1918, in Wabbaseka, Arkansas, to the late Russell and Mary Rheaetta Badgett, Sr.; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Badgett traversed these earthly bounds for his Heavenly Home on March 8, 2012; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Badgett graduated from Messick High School in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1936, and he graduated from the Colorado School of Mines in 1940 with a degree in Mining Engineering; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Badgett was an Eagle Scout and received the Silver Beaver Award, signifying distinguished service as a council leader; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Badgett mined for aluminum ore and served as a mine superintendent in Arkansas before enlisting in the Naval Air Corps in 1941. He was a Second Lieutenant during World War II, primarily stationed in the South Pacific, and was honorably discharged as a First Lieutenant in November, 1945; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Badgett was active in the mining industry as a mine owner and operator in western Kentucky for over 50 years. Along with his two brothers, J. Rogers Badgett, Sr., and Brown Badgett, Sr., he was a pioneer in surface mining with the use of drag lines through Badgett Mine Stripping. He later formed Russell Badgett, Jr., Coal Company and Sextet Mining corporation; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Badgett was owner and past Chairman of the Board of Directors of Hancock Bank and Trust since 1972, and he was one of the principal partners in Badgett Construction, which built the Pennsylvania Turnpike and the highway known as "Alligator Alley" in the Florida Everglades; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Badgett was known for his many contributions to his community and to local charities and organizations, such as Madisonville Community College, the Boy Scouts of America, and many sports teams. The track at Browning Springs Middle School was named in his honor for his contributions to the athletic program. A long-running track meet was named in his honor, and the Badgett Athletic Complex at Madisonville-North Hopkins High School was named after the three Badgett brothers; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Badgett survived non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in 1979, when he was given just a ten percent chance to live. He shared his written thoughts with his children, to wit, "We should live a Christian life with malice stricken from all your actions, living in tolerance and understanding with your fellow man. Work hard, it's God's gift to all. Form good clean habits, be honest and God's promises will all come true"; and

WHEREAS, along with his parents, Mr. Badgett was preceded in death by his loving wife, Juanita Wadlington Badgett; infant son, Roy Brown Badgett; two brothers, J. Rogers Badgett, Sr., and Brown Badgett, Sr.; and one sister, Julia Badger; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Badgett is survived by six children, Russell Badgett, III, Bentley Badgett, II, Joseph R. Badgett, Dr. Choctaw Badgett, Claudia Riner, and Nita Anne Smaldone; sixteen grandchildren; and sixteen great-grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Russell Badgett, Jr.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Russell Badgett, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Jerry Rhoads for delivery to the family.
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