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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker.

WHEREAS, Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker was the youngest of Robert Nichols' eight children. She was raised on a farm in the Zion area of Henderson County. When she was young she enjoyed her playhouse in the side yard and ice skating on frozen ponds. On Christmas Eve, she remembered riding in a horse drawn buggy to church. After she attended the Henderson County schools, she took secretarial courses at Lockyear Business College in Evansville, Indiana. She was an active member of First Baptist Church in Henderson, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker was hired as the secretary for the Mayor of Henderson, Kentucky, in May 1938 during his first term in office. She went on to serve under seven mayors as an administrative assistant. When World War II took the men into the military service, she became the acting desk sergeant for the Henderson Police Department in November 1942 and worked as a police dispatcher. At the end of her service, she had worked her way up to the position of city personnel director. All in all, she served the city of Henderson, Kentucky, for 33 years and retired in 1971; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker was the first woman who ran for mayor of Henderson, Kentucky. In 1973, she beat the incumbent Mayor Bill Newman by 132 votes in the primary and came very close to winning the election when she only lacked 123 votes to unseat the six term mayor of Henderson; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker was very close to the first female mayor of Henderson, Joan Hoffman, who was elected 25 years after Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker ran for mayor. She introduced Joan to her future husband, John Stanley Hoffman and remained good friends with them; and

WHEREAS, after her retirement, Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coke worked in public relations for several years at Audubon Raceway. She also was active in the Green River District Home Health Agency; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker broke the ice for women in Henderson City government in 1973. At one point, she joked "I was dumb enough to do it." During a 2008 interview she was asked about her favorite president and she responded "It is time for a woman president. Nevertheless, she allowed that men are OK"; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker dearly loved her late husband, Joseph B. Coker, and her nieces and nephews including Eric Gregory. She will be deeply missed by all her adoring nieces and nephews, her friends, and her community. After living 103 wonderful years, she departed this earthly life on March 6, 2012.

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate extend to the family, friends, and community of Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker their deepest condolences upon her passing and express appreciation for her municipal service to the city of Henderson, Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Margaret Nichols "Tardy" Coker.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Eric Gregory, President, Kentucky Distillers' Association, 612-A Shelby Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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