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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the Jubilee of the Sisters of Loretto.

WHEREAS, on April 25, 1812, Mary Rhodes, Ann Havern and Christina Stuart founded the Friends of Mary at the Foot of the Cross at Hardin's Creek in central Kentucky. Eventually, they took the name, "Sisters of Loretto at the Foot of the Cross." The Sisters of Loretto are the first order of Catholic nuns founded in the United States. Recently, the U.S. Congress honored the Sisters of Loretto who are celebrating their 200th jubilee; and

WHEREAS, after these three frontier women decided to form a religious community, they consulted with Father Charles Nerinckx, the Belgian missionary priest, who served in the area. Father Charles Nerinckx helped them to write their rule and gain approval for their new community; and

WHEREAS, from their beginnings on the Kentucky frontier, they taught children. The Sisters of Loretto dedicated their lives to God as religious women and provided an education for poor children. They drew their strength from communal living and prayer; and

WHEREAS, the Sisters of Loretto expanded both westward as the United States did and internationally. Their small community and schools flourished. The Sisters of Loretto taught in parochial schools and in Loretto academies. At the request of Father Joseph P. Machebeuf, who later became a Bishop, the Sisters of Loretto went to Denver. During the 20th century, the Sisters of Loretto answered the Church's call for missionaries, first to China in 1923 and later to Latin America in the 1960s; and

WHEREAS, the Sisters of Loretto have gained a new understanding of the mission of Vatican II, and are shaped by the global society. Loretto community members live throughout the United States, Europe, Canada, and South America. The Community is extending its international reach through its newest ministry in Pakistan and through its connections with "sister communities" in Ghana and Guatemala. The Sisters of Loretto recently partnered with the sister community in Ghana to build a school in Akokoamong. The motherhouse is still located in Nerinx, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, today, the Loretto Community has two types of membership. There are sisters who make public profession of vows. Likewise, there are co-members who affiliate with the spirit and mission of the community. During recent years, the community began a volunteer program for short-term service opportunities; and

WHEREAS, like the early sisters who called themselves Friends of Mary, the Sisters of Loretto today maintain their stand below the cross striving to bring the healing Spirit of God into our world and commit themselves to improving the conditions of those who suffer from injustice, oppression, and deprivation of dignity. This year, the Sisters of Loretto truly celebrate their 200 year jubilee;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate honors the Sisters of Loretto for their years of dedicated service in educating children and improving the conditions of those who suffer unjustly and are victims of oppression. The Senate recognizes that the Sisters of Loretto remain true to their initial mission at the Foot of the Cross.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the 200th Jubilee celebration of the Sisters of Loretto.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Jimmy Higdon for delivery.
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