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A RESOLUTION honoring the Kentucky National Guard for its service to the Commonwealth and the United States, in recognition of the 100th anniversary of its name being changed to the "Kentucky National Guard."

WHEREAS, while the Kentucky National Guard has existed in one form or another for about 220 years, it formally became known as the Kentucky National Guard on March 19, 1912; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard was formerly known as the Kentucky Militia, the Kentucky National Legion, and the Kentucky State Guard. Governor Isaac Shelby signed the Militia Act into law on June 24, 1792, creating the Kentucky Militia; and

WHEREAS, the March 19, 1912, name change to the Kentucky National Guard was part of a reform of all state national guards under a federal law known as the Dick Act of 1902 or the Efficiency of the Military Bill, which divided the nation's militia into three distinct and separate entities: the National Guard of each state and territory, the unorganized militia, and the regular army; and

WHEREAS, the name change brought about by federal law was somewhat controversial at the time because there were questions about the president's power to order the organized militia to fight a war in Europe if necessary. The Dick Act's reorganizing and renaming of the states' National Guard helped to provide an answer to these concerns; and

WHEREAS, since the rebirth of the Kentucky Militia into the Kentucky National Guard 100 years ago today, the men and women who serve in the Kentucky National Guard have deployed repeatedly as citizen soldiers and airmen in every major war and conflict in which our nation has fought and continues to fight; and

WHEREAS, while the Kentucky National Guard marks June 24th as its birthday, the 100th anniversary of the March 19, 1912, renaming signifies a great moment in the Guard's history;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate honors the Kentucky National Guard for its service to the Commonwealth and the United States and recognizes that service on the 100th anniversary of its name being changed to the "Kentucky National Guard."

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit one copy of this Resolution to Major General Edward W. Tonini, the Adjutant General, Kentucky National Guard, 100 Minuteman Parkway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-6168.
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