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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the 100th anniversary of the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife's management of the Commonwealth's wildlife and natural habitats and of the leadership role of the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission in that mission.

WHEREAS, at settlement Kentucky was a land rich in elk, dear, bear, turkey, small game, and migratory birds, and Kentucky's streams teemed with fish and mussels; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky settlers lived off these fish and wildlife resources, and in the process, created a rich heritage of hunting and fishing; and

WHEREAS, after more than 150 years of subsistence and commercial hunting, fishing, trapping, and habitat destruction, many fish and wildlife species declined or disappeared, alarming the sportsmen and sportswomen of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, in response, the Kentucky General Assembly created the state's first fish and wildlife agency in March 1912, named J. Quincy Ward, of Cynthiana, as Executive Agent, and established the nonpartisan Game and Fish Commission; and

WHEREAS, in 1944, the Commission's role expanded when it was organized as a nine-member citizens board, chosen by the licensed hunters and anglers of the Commonwealth and appointed by the Governor, to make major policy decisions with input from the agency's director, program administrators, and staff biologists; and

WHEREAS, restoration of native species commenced in the decades after 1952 when the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources was created and supported by both the guidance of the commission and the financial support of license sales and funds received under the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937, which celebrates its 75th anniversary this month; and

WHEREAS, the Commission passed administrative regulations, approved by the Kentucky General Assembly, that benefitted both game and non-game species; enhanced the enforcement of wildlife and boating laws; lead to the hiring of fishery biologists to manage the state's lakes and rivers; built fish hatcheries to produce bass, catfish, muskie, walleye, and other fish for stocking ponds, lakes, and rivers; helped landowners improve fish and wildlife habitats; utilized television, radio, digital, social media, and magazine articles to showcase the department's programs; opened summer camps for youth to teach about the outdoors; introduced fish and wildlife management to school curriculums; restored streams; passed on the heritage of archery and shooting sports; bought land for public use; and built boat ramps for access to the state's public waterways; and

WHEREAS, as a result, Kentucky's fish and wildlife management efforts have become nationally recognized, and fishing, hunting, and wildlife-related recreation has become a major component to Kentucky's tourism industry;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, do hereby commend the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission for its role in the restoration and management of Kentucky's fish and wildlife for the benefit of all citizens of the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the 100th anniversary of the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Stephen Glenn, Chairman of the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission, in care of the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, No. 1 Sportsman's Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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