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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the state of Israel.

WHEREAS, in the wake of the Holocaust, the Jewish community in the Land of Israel and the worldwide Zionist movement became aware of the need to provide a safe home for the decimated Jewish people. The state of Israel was established and recognized by the United Nations in 1948 amidst clashes between British Mandatory forces, Arab residents, and Arab states that declared war on the nascent state the very day of its founding; and

WHEREAS, to this day the state of Israel struggles for safe existence. Despite the heavy costs of war and terrorism Israel is in constant pursuit of a peaceful coexistence with its neighbors and nations across the world; and

WHEREAS, the state of Israel is a republic, defined as a parliamentary democracy with proportional representation in the Knesset, the legislative branch of the Israeli government; and

WHEREAS, Israel is a model for democratic nations, freely electing a Parliament representing a politically diverse population and guaranteeing freedom of speech, press, and assembly; and

WHEREAS, throughout its history the people of Israel have shared with the world Israel's spiritual heritage as well as its agricultural, scientific, and medical achievements, thereby helping nations to combat materialism, hunger, poverty, and underdevelopment; and

WHEREAS, Israel has long been a friend and ally to the United States and is one of only two democratic nations in the Middle East. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has said that the United States and Israel have a "close, unshakeable bond" and that the two nations "share common values and a commitment to a democratic future for the world";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby honors the state of Israel and its rich cultural and spiritual heritage.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day it does so in honor and recognition of the state of Israel.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Kathy Stein, 702 Capitol Avenue, Annex Room 255, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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