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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of our friend and former colleague, Representative Joseph Edward "Eddie" Ballard, the Gentleman from Hopkins 10.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Representative Joseph Edward "Eddie" Ballard, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Representative Ballard was born to Charles and Julia Ballard on December 16, 1929, in Cloverport, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Representative Ballard was a loyal and faithful member of Christ the King Catholic Church and a member of the Knights of Columbus; and

WHEREAS, Representative Ballard served his nation admirably in the United States Air Force and always appreciated the debt of gratitude owed to veterans; and

WHEREAS, Representative Ballard served as the Hopkins County Democratic Chairman for more than a decade. He was elected to the House of Representatives in 1987, serving the people from Madisonville with distinction for 24 years and acting as the long-time chair of the Subcommittee on Veterans' Affairs; and

WHEREAS, Representative Ballard was known during his tenure with the General Assembly for his great humility, for his good humor, and for the respect with which he treated others; and

WHEREAS, Representative Ballard championed the cause of veterans, sponsoring legislation to construct state-operated veterans' nursing homes and veterans' cemeteries, to create the Kentucky Department of Veterans' Affairs; and advocating for a special license plate for veterans. The Veterans' Center in Hanson bears his name in recognition of his faithfulness and loyalty to veterans; and

WHEREAS, Representative Ballard and his steadfast wife, Rae, benevolently devoted themselves to the good of their community by, among various other endeavors, establishing the Christian Food Bank of Hopkins County, which for 27 years has provided sustenance to the vulnerable and less fortunate; and

WHEREAS, Representative Ballard was the loving husband of Rae Ballard; the adoring father of Kim (Jim) Burton, Mike (Annette) Ballard, Brad Ballard, Pat Ballard, and Mary (Tom) Gardi; the doting grandfather of Jim (Jadie) Burton, Jacob Burton, Ben Ballard, Elizabeth Ballard, Leigh Ballard, and Tara Ballard; and the devoted brother of Lou Jones, Joyce Stroud, and Charles Ballard; and

WHEREAS, this Honorable Body was grieved to hear of Representative Ballard's exodus from this earthly life on May 31, 2011, at the age of 81;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, express their most profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Representative Eddie Ballard, and extend their heartfelt sympathy to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Representative Joseph Edward "Eddie" Ballard, the Gentleman from Hopkins 10.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to Rae Ballard, 1811 Grampian Drive, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431.
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