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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Owsley Brown II.

WHEREAS, Owsley Brown II was born to William Lee Lyons Brown and Sara "Sally" Shallenberger on September 10, 1942. He graduated from Woodberry Forest School and received a bachelor's degree in history from Yale University. He graduated from Stanford University's School of Business with a master's in business administration. He served his country as a United States Army intelligence officer from 1966 to 1968, and again as a member of the United States Department of Defense Business Board in 2010; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Brown spent almost four decades working in the family business, the Brown-Forman Corporation, which his grandfather, George Garvin Brown, had founded in Louisville in 1870. Mr. Brown determinedly worked his way up, starting as a summer employee in 1961. He became president of the company in 1983, the chief executive officer in 1993, and the chairman of the board in 1995. Under his astute leadership, Brown-Forman became a global success, acquiring important new products and establishing many of their brands as internationally recognized names. He never lost sight of the importance of tradition and quality, declaring that "pursuing size for its own sake is a very poor choice"; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Brown used his success and business acumen to the benefit of his local community, becoming one of Kentucky's most prolific philanthropists. As president of the Owsley Brown Charitable Foundation, he gave generously to church and community groups. He was actively involved in organizations that support the arts, historic preservation, and environmental efforts, and he served on the boards of the Fund for Arts, the Kentucky Center for Performing Arts, the Partnership for Creative Economies, River Fields, the Advisory Council of the Yale School of Forestry and Environment, the National Council of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and the Speed Art Museum. He was particularly involved in Actors Theatre of Louisville, offering his assistance during its restoration and expansion, and he was often seen cleaning windows or carrying props there in his spare time. In recognition of his extensive service to his community, Mr. Brown received the Governor's Milner Award, Kentucky's highest award for contributions to the culture of this state; the J. Russell Groves Citizens Laureate Award, which honors individuals who support quality architecture in their communities; the Woodrow Wilson Award for Corporate Citizenship; and, along with his wife, Christy, the Greater Louisville Inc.'s Gold Cup Award, for their distinguished service to the city of Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Brown was known and admired for his wisdom, honesty, discipline, and kindness. He excelled in every area of his life: as a great business and community leader, a loving father and husband, and a generous friend; and

WHEREAS, Owsley Brown II departed this earthly life on September 26, 2011, at the age of 69, and the entire Commonwealth mourns his loss. Governor Steve Beshear declared that "Louisville and Kentucky are better places today because of his passion, vision, and gifts," and Senator Mitch McConnell stated that "Louisville lost a great friend"; and

WHEREAS, Owsley Brown II is survived by his loving wife, Christina Lee; his siblings, W. L. Lyons (Alice Carey) Brown, Jr., Martin Shallenberger Brown, Sr., and Ina Brown (Mac) Bond; his children, Owsley (Victoire) Brown III, Brooke (Matthew) Barzun, and Augusta (Gill) Holland; his nine grandchildren; and numerous nephews, nieces, great-nephews, and great-nieces;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its most profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Owsley Brown II, and extends its heartfelt sympathy to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Owsley Brown II.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Denise Harper Angel for delivery to the family.
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