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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the Senator from Calloway 1, Senator Ken Winters, upon the occasion of his retirement from this Honorable Body following eight years of service to the people of the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, Senator Ken Winters was born on June 27, 1934, in Crittenden County, Kentucky. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Murray State University, earned his master's degree from Indiana University, and his doctorate from the University of Northern Colorado. After serving two tours of duty as an officer in the U. S. Army, he served an additional ten years in the U.S. Army Reserves; and

WHEREAS, Senator Ken Winters is a faithful member of the First Baptist Church of Murray. He has served as a Deacon in the church and in other leadership roles. Additionally, he served as the executive director of a capital campaign for new and renovated facilities for the church; and

WHEREAS, Senator Ken Winters came to the Kentucky Senate with an exceptional background as an administrator at both Murray State University and Campbellsville University. He worked for 23 years at Murray State University and spent his last 11 years as the Dean of the College of Industry and Technology. While at Murray State University, he designed and implemented many new academic programs and was able to procure funding for the new Industry and Technology Building. In 1988, he became the President of Campbellsville University where he established a master's degree program for the first time in the history of the University. Enrollment jumped by 260 percent during his presidency. He also instituted new undergraduate and graduate programs and built and renovated facilities as President of Campbellsville University; and

Whereas, Senator Ken Winters has served as President of the Association of Independent Kentucky Colleges and Universities and as President of the Mid South Conference (Athletics). Additionally, he served on the Council of Presidents for the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and on the Council of Presidents for the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics. He is a former member of the Council on Postsecondary Education; and

WHEREAS, Senator Ken Winters received awards from two of his alma maters. He was named the Distinguished Alumnus of Murray State University and also received the Alumni Distinction Award from the University of Northern Colorado; and

WHEREAS, Senator Ken Winters was elected to serve Senate District 1 in the Kentucky Senate in 2004. Senate District 1 includes Calloway, Carlisle, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, Lyon, and Trigg Counties. Immediately, he was appointed to the Senate Committee on Education and became the chair of the Committee. In this capacity, he has helped to shape the education policy of Kentucky for the last eight years. Senator Ken Winters was particularly interested in improving the areas of career and technical education and assessment and accountability through Senate Bill 1 in the 2009 Regular Session. He also focused on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) programs in Senate Bill 2 in the 2008 Regular Session. In the areas of National Board Certified teachers and dual credit programs, he served as a leader in legislative developments in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Senator Ken Winters also served as the liaison member on the Senate Budget Review Subcommittee on Education and on the Education Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee. Furthermore, he serves on the Senate Economic Development, Tourism and Labor Committee, the Senate Agriculture Committee, and the Senate Veterans, Military Affairs and Public Protection Committee; and

WHEREAS, Senator Ken Winters is known as an educator on a regional and national basis. He was appointed to the Southern Regional Education Board and the Legislative Advisory Council on December 10, 2007, and served through September 23, 2011. He was appointed to the Education Commission of the States in February 2008; and

WHEREAS, Senator Ken Winters has worked diligently to serve the best interests of his district and to improve the quality of life for all Kentuckians. His work to improve education in Kentucky is outstanding;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Kentucky Senate hereby salute the Senator from Calloway 1, and express their sincere appreciation for his service to his community, the General Assembly, and his Commonwealth, and wish him Godspeed as he awaits new and exciting challenges.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Senator Ken Winters, and extends sincere best wishes for many years of happiness with his lovely wife, Shirley Henry Winters, and his daughter, Lisa Ray.
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