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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the Gentleman from Russell 15, Senator Vernie McGaha, upon the occasion of his retirement from this Honorable Body following 15 years of service to the people of the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, Senator Vernie McGaha began his legislative career in 1997 when he was elected to the Kentucky General Assembly to represent the people of the 15th Senate District covering Adair, Casey, Pulaski, and Russell Counties. Over the years, he has been a voice of reason throughout the complex negotiations of the state budget and has been a strong proponent of and advocate for Kentucky's education system, always remembering every man, woman, and child who is touched by the decisions made inside these great halls; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure in this August Body, the Gentleman from Russell 15 has admirably served as vice chair of the Senate Agriculture Committee, Appropriations and Revenue Committee, Education Committee, and is a member of the Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection Committee. He is an ex-officio member of the following Budget Review Subcommittees: Economic Development and Tourism, Natural Resources and Environmental Protection; Education; General Government, Finance, and Public Protection; Human Resources; Justice and Judiciary; and Transportation. Senator McGaha is also a member of the Education Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee, the Program Review and Investigations Committee, the Tobacco Settlement Agreement Fund Oversight Committee, and is co-chair of the Government Contract Review Committee; and

WHEREAS, prior to his legislative career, Senator McGaha earned his bachelor's degree from Campbellsville University and his master's degree in School Administration from Western Kentucky University with a Rank I teaching certification. These degrees were put to good use as he dedicated the first half of his professional career to the education of our children and youth, from his start as the Russell County High School Band Director to becoming Principal of both Union Chapel Elementary School and of Russell County Middle School; and

WHEREAS, although the time has come for the Gentleman from Russell 15 to take his leave of absence from these marble halls, he eagerly awaits the chance to spend more time with his beloved wife, Connie; his son, Brian McGaha and his wife Jeannie; his daughter, Susan Popplewell and her husband Tim; and his precious grandson, Luke Popplewell. His devotion to the people of his district and his conviction to serve the Commonwealth with integrity and fairness will not be soon forgotten;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate congratulates the Gentleman from Russell 15, Senator Vernie McGaha, upon the occasion of his retirement from this Honorable Body, and expresses its sincere gratitude for his many years of service to the people in his district and to all Kentuckians across the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Senator Vernie McGaha, who embodies the words of Jean-Luc Picard, "Time is a companion that goes with us on a journey. It reminds us to cherish each moment, because it will never come again. What we leave behind is not as important as how we have lived."
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