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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the Gentleman from Kenton 23, Senator Jack Westwood, upon the occasion of his retirement from this Honorable Body following 15 years of service to the people of the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, Senator Westwood was born on March 6, 1944, to John R. and Virginia Westwood in Covington, Kentucky, and spent his childhood in Elsmere and Florence, Kentucky. On August 2, 1975, he wed his sweetheart, Kelley Martin. Together they have four children and seven grandchildren: Matthew Westwood and his wife Jennifer, along with their children Kayley, Maggie, and Elijah; Elizabeth Westwood Hickerson and her husband Mike, along with their children Agatha, Ginger, and Milo; Michael Westwood and his wife Gretchen; and Kendra Martin and her husband Jonathan, along with their daughter Eloise; and

WHEREAS, the lifelong northern Kentuckian graduated from Erlanger Lloyd High School in 1962, the University of Kentucky in 1966 with a bachelor's degree, and Northern Kentucky University in 1980 with a master's degree. Prior to his election to public office Senator Westwood taught at Lloyd High School, and he taught at Orchard Street Christian School while serving in the Kentucky State Senate; and

WHEREAS, Senator Westwood is a member and elder of Lakeside Christian Church, is past president of the Covington Optimists Club, is past chair of the New Hope Pregnancy Center, and is currently vice chair of the Board of Directors for Mercy Maternity Home; and

WHEREAS, while serving on the Erlanger-Elsmere School Board in 1996, Senator Westwood was elected to represent the 23rd Kentucky State Senate District and has since worked diligently to serve the best interests of his district and to improve the quality of life for all Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, throughout his legislative career, Senator Westwood has honorably served on the Appropriations and Revenue Committee, the Health and Welfare Committee, and the Education Committee, and served as chair of the Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection Committee, the Enrollment Committee, the Budget Review Subcommittee on General Government, Finance, and Public Protection, and was vice chair of the Economic Development, Tourism, and Labor Committee. He has also served as co-chair of the Capital Planning Advisory Board and the Education Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee; and

WHEREAS, Senator Westwood has also served on numerous task forces and study groups over the years, including the Developmental Education Task Force, the Southern Regional Education Board's Adolescent Literacy Task Force, and the Civic Literacy Task Force; and

WHEREAS, throughout his 15 years of public service in the Kentucky General Assembly, Senator Westwood has exemplified the best of public service, and will continue to serve the people of the Commonwealth in future endeavors;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Kentucky Senate hereby salute the Gentleman from Kenton 23, express their sincere appreciation for his service to his community, the General Assembly, and his Commonwealth, and wish him Godspeed as he awaits new and exciting challenges.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Senator Jack Westwood, and wishes him many years of good health and happiness with his lovely wife, Kelley, their cherished children, and precious grandchildren, who cannot wait to spend more time with their "Pop."
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