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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Alberta Wood Allen.

WHEREAS, Alberta Wood Allen was born in Hopkinsville, Kentucky on August 4, 1919, to the late Lorenzo K. and Chloe Smith Wood, and she departed this life for the Lord's presence on October 14, 2011. Throughout her life, Alberta Allen was dedicated and loving to her family and friends. She was preceded in death by her husband, Charles W. Allen, Jr., whom she married on February 14, 1942. She is survived by her daughter, Alberta "Missy" Allen Kelly; her son-in-law, Clinton W. Kelly, III; her grandson, Clinton "C4" W. Kelly, IV; and her granddaughter, Emily Lindsay Allen Kelly; and

WHEREAS, Alberta Allen graduated from the University of Michigan as a member of Phi Beta Kappa and was the first woman to graduate from the history department with honors. During her college career, Alberta Allen crossed the Atlantic Ocean on the Athenia, the first Allied ship to be sunk in World War II. After ten terrifying hours in a lifeboat, Alberta Allen's life was changed forever as she "watched and remembered people who were willing to die for somebody else." From that day, she realized the great importance of being a part of a community and caring deeply for those who needed a chance. With a smile on her face, Alberta Wood Allen wore her signature, red Scotch plaid outfit which she called her "war bonnet." She was easily recognizable and gladly committed herself to service and her community with great joy and enthusiasm; and

WHEREAS, Alberta Allen became involved with the Community Chest (now Metro United Way) in 1938, and subsequently gave generously five decades of service as a volunteer and fund raiser for numerous civic, charitable, and community organizations.  In 1990, she received the Leadership Award from the Metro United Way for her 50 years of outstanding service. Support for the fine arts was one of her passions. She served the Louisville Orchestra as a member of its executive committee and as an incorporator, and served on the board of the Woman's Association of the Louisville Orchestra.  Additionally, she worked on the Greater Louisville Fund for the Arts annual campaigns and served on its board for over 30 years. Likewise, Alberta Allen served on the Board of Governors and as a trustee of the J. B. Speed Art Museum and was one of three founding members of the Speed Art Museum Alliance. Her life of service also included her membership on the Kentucky Center for the Arts Endowment Board where she served as secretary; and

WHEREAS, Alberta Allen served on the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Foundation Board and received the Foundation's George W. Norton Distinguished Service Award. She was a member and deacon of the Broadway Baptist Church in Louisville and taught Sunday school for over 50 years; and

WHEREAS, Alberta Allen served as a member and as a past president of the Junior League of Louisville and was a member of its Sustainer Committee.  In 1982, the Junior League of Louisville awarded her the Founders' Award which is given to a sustaining member whose volunteer work exemplifies the high standards of the Junior League of Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Alberta Allen served on the National Board of Directors of the American Public Radio and the boards of both  the American Horticultural Society and the Liberty National Bank.  Alberta Allen served on the Berea College Board of Trustees, the executive committee, and the development and educational policy committees.  Always the servant, she served on the Board of Governors of the Frontier Nursing Service and later as a trustee; and

WHEREAS, the Advertising Federation of Louisville honored Alberta Wood Allen as the Louisville Man of the Year in 1969 (now the Louisvillian of the Year).  During the U. S. Olympic Torch Relay, she carried the Olympic Torch through downtown Louisville as a Community Hero Torchbearer and was honored in 1997, as the United Way of America's Alexis de Tocqueville Award winner for outstanding volunteer service;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes the outstanding community service and volunteer work of Alberta Wood Allen, and adjourns in loving memory and honor of Alberta Wood Allen.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall send a copy of this Resolution to her daughter, Missy Kelly, 806 Charlie Pile Road, Guston, Kentucky  40142.
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