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A RESOLUTION honoring and commending Representative Darryl T. Owens on being named the 2012 recipient of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Freedom Award.

WHEREAS, the city of Louisville, Kentucky, created the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Freedom Award in 1987 to recognize citizens that have dedicated their lives to promoting justice, peace, freedom, non-violence, racial equality, and civic activism; and

WHEREAS, the Freedom Award is meant to honor Dr. King's legacy as it lives on through community leaders, and the impact those leaders have on the community, state, and country by helping pave the way to equality and justice for all; and

WHEREAS, Darryl Owens has represented the 43rd state representative district in Louisville for four terms and was previously the first and only African American to serve as a commissioner on the Jefferson County Fiscal Court; and

WHEREAS, Darryl Owens is a member of the Louisville and Kentucky Bar Associations and has served as an assistant county attorney and juvenile court judge. He was the first African American to serve as an assistant Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Kentucky and as a member of the Workman's Compensation Board; and

WHEREAS, Darryl Owens has served as past president of the Louisville Legal Aid Society, president of the Louisville Branch of the NAACP, first vice president of the Louisville Urban League, and is a previous inductee into the Kentucky Civil Rights Hall of Fame. He has also been a member of the University of Louisville Board of Trustees; and

WHEREAS, as a state representative, Darryl Owens has served as chairman of the Elections, Constitutional Amendments, and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, as vice-chairman of the Judiciary Committee, and as a member of the Health and Welfare and Licensing and Occupations committees. He also serves as chairman of the Jefferson County legislative delegation; and

WHEREAS, on January 15, 2012, Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer will present to Representative Darryl Owens the 2012 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Freedom Award in recognition of his many contributions to his community and to the interests of justice, peace, and equality for all;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate honors and commends Representative Darryl T. Owens on being named the 2012 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Freedom Award recipient, and recognizes his many years of contributions to his community and to the interests of justice, peace, and equality.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Representative Darryl T. Owens.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Darryl T. Owens, Room 316A, Capitol Annex.
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