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A RESOLUTION honoring Harold B. Deatherage for his tireless and steadfast efforts to honor veterans.

WHEREAS, Harold B. Deatherage, a graduate of Boone County High School and Eastern Kentucky University, is an esteemed member of the Boone County community and a Vietnam War veteran. He has a long list of civic accomplishments and honors which includes a Hometown Hero Award, induction into the Eastern Kentucky Hall of Fame, and a Florence Rotary Citizen of the Year Award. However, he is best known for his unwavering advocacy on the behalf of veterans and his dedication and passion for building a veterans memorial on the campus of the Florence Government Center; and

WHEREAS, in 1995 Harold B. Deatherage was deeply moved by the fact that veterans in Boone County had no place to heal the wounds and memories of war.  This gave him the idea to erect the Veterans Memorial of Boone County and he raised over $500,000 to build the memorial which was dedicated in 1998; and

WHEREAS, the original memorial included four granite pillars which paid homage to the Boone County service men and women who lost their lives in World War I, World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. Harold B. Deatherage poured many hours into meticulously researching and checking facts to ensure that each name and date etched on the granite was accurate. When Harold B. Deatherage learned of local servicemen who lost their lives in the Global War on Terror, he knew the monument was not yet complete. He immediately sought funding to erect another monument, and on Memorial Day 2009, the War on Terror Monument was added to the memorial; and

WHEREAS, in 2011, Harold B. Deatherage expanded the Veterans Memorial of Boone County again, this time adding a POW/MIA monument which was dedicated on Memorial Day 2011; and

WHEREAS, while the memorial is located in Florence, it is open to everyone who wants to pause and pay homage to the soldiers, sailors, and airmen who lost their lives in the line of duty; and 

WHEREAS, Harold B. Deatherage was also the driving force behind getting the Vietnam Moving Wall to come to Florence in 2003 and 2010, and to Kenton County in 2007; and

WHEREAS, there are few people who have shown as much dedication and passion toward honoring and remembering veterans as Harold B. Deatherage; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its deepest appreciation for the tireless and steadfast contributions that Harold B. Deatherage has made toward honoring veterans. 

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Harold B. Deatherage.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Harold B. Deatherage, 827 Woodside Court, Villa Hills, Kentucky 41017.
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