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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Thomas William Zimmer.

WHEREAS, Thomas William Zimmer was born on January 25, 1932, to Edgar and Isabelle Zimmer. His passion for athletics began in his school years, and he played football, basketball, baseball, and volleyball. He lettered in football for St. Xavier High School in Cincinnati and played junior college football for St. Bernard College in Cullman, Alabama. A high school football referee for 25 years, he coached in youth sports leagues and was instrumental in establishing a football program at St. John's High School in Delphos, Ohio; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Zimmer graduated from St. Xavier High School, spent one year at St. Bernard College, attended Villa Madonna College (presently Thomas More College), and received his teaching certificate from Xavier University. He served his country with honor and courage in the Army during the Korean War; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Zimmer taught history at St. John's High School in Delphos, Ohio, where he met and married his wife, Louella, a fellow teacher. After returning to Kentucky, he took over his father's auto dealership and distinguished himself in the industry by adhering to the highest ethical standards and focusing on customer service. He was elected chairman of the Kentucky Automobile Dealers Association, and he helped establish the first "lemon" law in Kentucky and the U-Drive-It tax system for auto leasing. He served on the Greater Cincinnati Advertising Board for ten years, and he was elected to the Regional and National Chrysler Dealer Council; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Zimmer was a faithful, lifelong parishioner of Blessed Sacrament Parish. He also was very active in the community, serving on the board of directors for Bishop Howard School, Willard Wade Y.M.C.A., Thomas More College, and the Diocesan Catholic Children's Home. He was a Knight of Columbus and a sponsor for many local charities, churches, and Boone County parks; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Zimmer is survived by his beloved wife, Louella H. Zimmer; his sons, Jim and John (Cathy) Zimmer; his grandchildren, Stefanie, Eric, and Sarah Zimmer; his brother, Richard Zimmer; and his sister, Susan Archambault; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Zimmer departed this earthly life for his heavenly abode on September 17, 2011, at the age of 79, and an entire community joins his family and friends in morning his loss;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Thomas William Zimmer.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day it does so in honor and loving memory of Thomas William Zimmer.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator John Schickel for delivery to the family.
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