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A RESOLUTION honoring the Newport Aquarium for its outstanding contributions to the ecology of our world and the economy of Kentucky through tourism, and honoring the Newport Aquarium for its penguin exhibit, known as Penguin Palooza.

WHEREAS, penguins are a group of aquatic, flightless birds living almost exclusively in the Southern Hemisphere. Highly adapted for life in the water, penguins are countershaded with dark backs and white bellies. Most penguins feed on krill, fish, squid, and other forms of sea life caught while swimming underwater. They spend about half of their lives on land, half in the oceans, and are on the endangered species list; and

WHEREAS, there are 18 species of penguins found throughout the Southern Hemisphere. Only 11 species are found in aquariums or zoos throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, penguin exhibits are among the many attractions offered at the Newport Aquarium which was created as part of the successful Kentucky Tourism Development Act; and

WHEREAS, under the direction of Ric Urban, the Newport Aquarium Animal Ambassador, the aquarium has built one of the most diverse penguin collections in the country. The Penguin Palooza exhibit holds five species of penguins: Kings, Gentoos, Chinstraps, Southern Rockhoppers, and Macaroni penguins. The King is the second largest species in the world, while the Gentoo is the third largest. The Gentoo and Chinstrap penguins who are in the Pygocelis or "Brush-tailed penguins" group, both have longer tail feathers. The Southern Rockhoppers and the Macaroni penguins are in the Eudyptes or "Crested penguins" group, and are known for the yellow or orange crest feathers above their eyes; and

WHEREAS, in the past seven years, the Newport Aquarium has hatched four King Penguin chicks, eight Gentoo Penguin chicks, and one Chinstrap Penguin chick, making it the third institution in the country to hatch a Chinstrap Penguin in captivity; and

WHEREAS, the Newport Aquarium is home to the African Penguin Encounters exhibit, which allows visitors to interact with nine wonderful African Penguins; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of the Commonwealth are fortunate to have this diverse collection of penguins located at an aquarium in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, all Kentuckians are encouraged to visit the Newport Aquarium to view and learn more about penguins;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby congratulates the Newport Aquarium for its contributions to the Commonwealth of Kentucky, our nation, and the aquatic world in general through its stewardship of sea life and penguins.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to The Newport Aquarium, 1 Aquarium Way, Newport, Kentucky 41071.
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