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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler.

WHEREAS, Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler, a native of Somerset, Kentucky,  was born on February 6, 1948, to Henry P. and Mildred Sears Girdler, and traversed these earthly bounds on January 8, 2012. A native of Somerset, Kentucky, he graduated from Eastern Kentucky University in Richmond, Kentucky. He was a member of the White Oak Baptist Church in Nancy, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler was a kind and loving father and grandfather. He is survived by his mother, Mildred Girdler; his daughter and son-in-law, Jennifer and Steven Johnson; two grandchildren, Dillon and Lacy Johnson; his brothers, Jerry Girdler and Jack Girdler; his sister and brother-in-law, Carol and Steve Dunn; and two special caregivers who were a special blessing to him during his illness, Brenda Smith and Marie Smith. He is preceded in death by his father, Henry P. Girdler and he is mourned by many family members and friends; and

WHEREAS, Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler began his career as a police officer with the Savannah, Georgia, police department. In the 1970s, he served his country in Vietnam in the U.S. Marine Corps where he attained the rank of Corporal. After his service in the military, he returned to Somerset, Kentucky, where he served as Deputy County Judge Executive for Pulaski County. Next, Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler worked as a detective for five years for Congressman Hal Rogers, when he was Commonwealth Attorney. For more than 25 years, Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler worked as a Congressional Aide for Congressman Hal Rogers and finished his career as a political consultant; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Hal Rogers had a high opinion of his integrity, loyalty and courage of conviction. Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler played a key role in bringing projects and opportunities to the Fifth Congressional District, according to Congressman Hal Rogers. Likewise, local, state and federal politicians sought his political savvy and know-how in political campaigns; and

WHEREAS, Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler was personally acquainted with five Presidents of the United States. He was a friend of Presidents George H. W. Bush and his son, George W. Bush. He served as an elector for President George W. Bush in 2004. His work in the presidential campaigns of President George H. W. Bush, Senator Robert Dole, and President George H. W. Bush was a great honor for him.  His devotion to both the Pulaski County Republican Party and the Pulaski County Lincoln Club was exemplary. All his excellent work culminated in his nomination for induction into the Republican Fifth District Hall of Fame;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its deepest sympathy upon the passing of Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler, and extends its sincere condolences to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Donald E. "Donnie" Girdler.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to his daughter, Mrs. Jennifer Girdler Johnson, 6235 Highway 761, Nancy, Kentucky 42544.
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