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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in memory of the victims of genocide in South Sudan and in honor of Kentucky’s best known father-and-son Human Rights Team, Nick and George Clooney.

WHEREAS, for years Nick Clooney and George Clooney have illustrated for all American leaders a Christ-like example by displaying a servant’s heart through the significant personal sacrifices they have made to draw worldwide attention to the desperate plight of the poor and oppressed Sudanese people; and

WHEREAS, during the colonial period, the Founding Fathers and Mothers expressed concern for the future of the Republic should prosperity without moral courage result in American leaders becoming more interested in leading a "soft" life primarily focused on their own ease and pleasure than in leading a life of self-sacrifice focused on the public interest; and

WHEREAS, on March 20, 1780, one of the Founding Matriarchs, Abigail Adams, wrote to her son, John Quincy Adams, who become the nation’s president in 1825: "The only sure and permanent foundation of virtue is religion. Let this important truth be engraven upon your heart . . . Justice, humanity and benevolence are the duties you owe to society in general. To your Country the same duties are incumbent upon you with the additional obligation of sacrificing ease, pleasure, wealth and life itself for its defense and security"; and

WHEREAS, historically, too few American leaders have demonstrated the willingness to make the personal sacrifices necessary to effectively challenge murderous regimes like those of the Sudan, Rwanda and Communist China that have been responsible for the persecution and murder of millions of their own citizens; and

WHEREAS, this year, Nick and George Clooney focused national attention on the systematic murder of the non-Arab population of Sudan by the radical Islamic central government in the north when they brought together Rabbi Steve Gutow, the President of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, Martin Luther King III, Benjamin Jealous, the President of the NAACP, John Prendergast, human rights activist and co-founder of the Enough Project, Congressman James Moran of Virginia, Congressman James McGovern of Massachusetts, and other American leaders in front of the Sudanese Embassy in Washington, D.C., to protest the Sudanese government's many years of genocide including "scorched earth" tactics including bombing churches, hospitals, and schools; and 

WHEREAS, too many American leaders remained on the sidelines in 1994 when genocide spread throughout Rwanda at a staggering speed, and today, many of those same leaders remain silent while the indigenous tribal peoples of both Sudan and South Sudan flee for their safety or are slaughtered with impunity by President Omar al-Bashir’s brutal government; and

WHEREAS, too many U.S. Congressmen remain silent on genocide in the Sudan and other human-rights issues affecting those living in "captive" nations while overvaluing their association with lobbyists representing the interests of tyrannical governments like Sudan and Communist China that have a long history of persecuting, imprisoning and murdering men and women of faith; and

WHEREAS, the dictator of the Republic of Sudan, Omar al-Bashir, came to power in 1989 through a military coup; and

WHEREAS, Omar al-Bashir's party, then known as the National Islamic Front (NIF), was recognized by the United States government as a terrorist organization and a sponsor of terrorism; and

WHEREAS, Omar al-Bashir launched a brutal policy of "Arabization" and "Islamization" against his own people, resulting in the marginalization of the majority of Sudan's diverse ethnic groups; and

WHEREAS, Omar al-Bashir specifically targeted groups for persecution based on their race and religion resulting in the mass murder of more than one million Sudanese; and

WHEREAS, Omar al-Bashir has been indicted by the International Criminal Court for his numerous "war crimes" and "crimes against humanity"; and

WHEREAS, Omar al-Bashir launched a new campaign of genocide and ethnic cleansing in 2011 against the black African minority in the Nuba Mountains and the Blue Nile State of Sudan; and

WHEREAS, the United States Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Susan Rice, has warned of a humanitarian crisis now taking place in the Nuba Mountains and the Blue Nile State of Sudan due to Omar al-Bashir's prohibition of humanitarian assistance to the persecuted people of these areas; and

WHEREAS, Omar Al-Bashir has now declared war on the Republic of South Sudan, after months of bombing raids and other cross-border violations of South Sudan's sovereignty; and

WHEREAS, the United States government and the United Nations have a moral obligation to support a regime change in the Republic of Sudan and to impose a "No-Fly Zone" in the conflict areas and to allow for humanitarian assistance to reach the suffering victims of the present war;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Kentucky House of Representatives, speaking with one voice on behalf of the citizens of this Commonwealth, convey their love and heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of the marginalized and persecuted peoples of the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan who have lost loved ones to the Sudan Genocide; and adjourn on this 20th day of April in the Year of Our Lord 2012 in memory of the victims of the Sudan Genocide, and in honor of Nick and George Clooney and the other Americans leading the effort to assist the oppressed Sudanese people.

Section 2.   The members of the Kentucky House of Representatives wish to honor Franklin Graham’s Samaritan’s Purse, Voice of the Martyrs, Persecution Project Foundation and the Act for Sudan Coalition for the food, clothing, medical supplies, wells drilled and daily rescue flights that have saved the lives of millions of the starving and oppressed people impacted by the Sudan Genocide.

Section 3.   The members of the Kentucky House of Representatives wish to honor Nick Kristof of the New York Times, Eric Reeves of Smith College, the Enough Project and the many other individuals and organizations that have brought the Sudan Genocide to the attention of the international community.

Section 4.  The Clerk of the Kentucky House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the President of the United States, Barack Obama, the members of the United States Congress, the United Nations and the individuals and organizations honored in this Resolution.
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