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A RESOLUTION condemning the detestable message of hate professed by a neo-Nazi organization soon gathering in this capital city, while acknowledging its members' rights to assemble and speak their poison under the founding principles of the United States and the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the Michigan-based neo-Nazi organization called the National Socialist Movement has announced that it will hold its national meeting in Frankfort, including a march on the Kentucky Capitol, on April 21, 2012; and

WHEREAS, this group's so-called values are overtly racist, anti-Semitic, and anti-immigrant, all proudly proclaimed, with membership limited to non-Semitic heterosexuals of European descent; and

WHEREAS, the core beliefs of this organization fly counter to the founding principles of America, a nation of immigrants, each of whom shared and still shares the same rights and freedoms guaranteed all American citizens by the Constitution of the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, while the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky abhors the venomous message of hate hissed by this group, it also recognizes that our Bill of Rights specifically allows for their freedom of political speech, and actively and insistently protects that right; and

WHEREAS, that freedom, in tandem with the also-enumerated right to assemble peaceably, constitute such integral components of the very idea of America that they were set forth first among the Bill of Rights, and were recognized as being so inherent and inalienable that they were also recognized and protected in Section 1 of the Kentucky Constitution; and

WHEREAS, as a people, we have always recognized the importance of the freedom to assemble and speak despite the difficulties these yoked rights sometimes raise, as recognized by the United States Supreme Court when Justice Abe Fortas wrote, "In our system, undifferentiated fear or apprehension of disturbance is not enough to overcome the right of freedom of expression. ... Any variation from the majority's opinion may inspire fear. ... But our Constitution says we must take this risk, ... and our history says that it is this sort of hazardous freedom – this kind of openness – that is the basis of our national strength and of the independence and vigor of Americans who grow up and live in this relatively permissive, often disputatious, society."; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth's motto, "United We Stand, Divided We Fall," tells us in six precise words we are stronger and more resilient when we focus on our commonalities rather than our differences, when we work together to build up rather than separately to tear down, when we not only recognize the rights and freedoms of all but insist on them, all the while denouncing hate, fear-mongering, and any manifestation of any such philosophy that seeks to diminish and divide;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate condemns, as profoundly to be despised, the message of hate professed by a neo-Nazi organization intending to meet in Frankfort and march at the Kentucky Capitol on April 21, 2012.

Section 2.   The Senate, as a matter of law though not pleasure, recognizes this group's right to assemble and speak, as protected by the Constitutions of the United States and the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 3.   The Senate does, however, encourage all citizens of Frankfort and the Commonwealth of Kentucky pay no heed to the anti-American message of hate and division this splinter group of misfits proclaims, and to stand united as our state motto says, adhering to our true American and Kentucky values, which outline a vision in such bright, stark contrast to the darkness this group would spread.

Page 1 of 2
BR003000.100 - 30 - 74

Jacketed

