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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT

	GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

	2013  REGULAR SESSION
	


MEASURE

	( x) 2013 BR No.
	23
	
	(x )
	HB
	Bill No.
	123HCS


	( ) Resolution No.
	
	
	( ) Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	AN Act relating to address confidentiality. 

	SPONSOR
	Representative T. Burch


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	
	
	Impact
	
	
	No Impact
	X
	Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	
	
	State
	
	
	Local
	
	Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	


	Fund(s) Impact:
	
	
	General
	
	
	Road
	
	Federal

	
	X
	Restricted Agency (Type)
	
	(Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

_______________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	
	2012-2013
	2013-2014
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues          Increase
                             (Decrease)


	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable

	Expenditures     Increase 
                              (Decrease)

  
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	        Indeterminable

	Net Effect      Positive
                         (Negative)


	
	
	
	


______________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 123 HCS is an act relating to address confidentiality for individuals that are residents of Kentucky and are victims of a specified offense.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 123 HCS creates KRS Chapter 403A.  Language defines the confidential address protection program.  The program will be assigned to the Commission of Women within the Governor's Office. The Commission may employ a director and necessary staff for the program and operate utilizing restricted funds collected through fees charged to the program participants.
The confidential address protection program will allow "an applicant or a parent or guardian acting on behalf of a minor or a guardian acting on behalf of a person who is declared incompetent" to have a substitute address designated by the commission. The actual address of the applicant will not be disclosed.  Applicants shall be certified for four (4) years unless the certification is withdrawn.  The actual address of the individuals applying for participation shall be exempt from open records requests. 
Information collected by the Commission will include: the applicant's name; evidence of a specified offense; legal records or files; documentation from a rape crisis or domestic violence program; documentation from a religious, medical or other professional; or, a sworn statement by the applicant. The applicant must show they have confidentially relocated in the past ninety (90) days or will confidentially relocate in the state. 
The Commission may cancel the certification of a program participant under specific criteria such as the program participant fails to notify the commission of the change of address; mail forwarded to the participant is returned as:"undeliverable"; or if the participant applies using false information.  The participant may withdraw from the program by providing notice of his/her intention to withdraw and it is determined by the commission that withdrawal is legitimate.
Participation in this program does not affect custody or visitation orders in effect prior to or established during program participation. 

No actionable duty nor right of action shall accrue against the state, commission or an individual operating in his/her capacity on behalf of the program.  No person shall be compelled to disclose a program participant's actual address during the discovery phase or proceedings before a court. The State Board of Elections may promulgate regulations to implement this Act.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  This measure specifies that a director and staff may be hired to implement the program.  Without knowing the staffing level, the costs associated with the program cannot be determined. The cost of the program will be covered by restricted funds collected from fees charged to program participants.  The fees are to be determined by the Commission on Women.
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