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AN ACT relating to users of the public roadway.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 189 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, "vulnerable user of a public roadway" means:

(a)
A pedestrian, including those persons engaged in work upon a public roadway, work upon utilities along a roadway, or engaged in the provision of emergency services within the roadway;

(b)
A person riding an animal on a public roadway; or

(c)
A person operating any of the following on a public roadway, crosswalk, or shoulder of the public roadway:

1.
A bicycle;

2.
A moped;

3.
A motorcycle;

4.
A scooter;

5.
In-line skates;

6.
Roller skates; or

7.
A wheelchair or motorized mobility device.

(2)
No person shall operate a motor vehicle in a manner that causes a collision with a vulnerable user of a public roadway that results in serious physical injury, as defined by KRS 500.080, to the vulnerable user of a public roadway.

(3)
A peace officer issuing a citation for violation of subsection (2) of this section shall note on the citation if the cited offense contributed to the serious physical injury, as defined by KRS 500.080, or death of a vulnerable user of a public roadway.

(4)
Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (2) of this section shall be fined not less than six thousand five hundred dollars ($6,500) nor more than twelve thousand five hundred dollars ($12,500), or be imprisoned in the county jail for no more than one (1) year, or both.

(5)
Following a conviction of subsection (2) of this section, a defendant may apply to the judge for permission to enter a community labor program in accordance with the provisions of KRS 189A.020 for not less than one hundred (100) hours nor more than two hundred (200) hours and to complete a traffic safety course administered by the Transportation Cabinet in lieu of penalties levied under subsection (4) of this section.

(6)
Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (2) of this section shall have his or her driving privilege or operator's license suspended by the court for a period of no less than thirty (30) days but no longer than six (6) months.

(7)
The Transportation Cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A to implement the traffic safety course provisions of subsection (5) of this section.

(8)
The protections accorded to vulnerable users of a public roadway under this section shall not be deemed to allow vulnerable users of a public roadway access to roadways where they are otherwise prohibited by statute or administrative regulation.

Section 2.   KRS 27A.060 is amended to read as follows:

The Administrative Office of the Courts shall:

(1)
Maintain a list of eligible organizations for whom persons sentenced under KRS 189A.020 or Section 1 of this Act may perform community service work and which have agreed to make proper reports to the court.

(2)
Develop and distribute such forms as necessary to ensure compliance with the reporting provisions of KRS 189A.020.
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