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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT

	GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

	2013  REGULAR SESSION
	


MEASURE
	( x) 2013 BR No.
	0923
	
	(x )
	HB
	Bill No.
	143

	( ) Resolution No.
	
	
	( ) Amendment No.
	

	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act relating to freedom of conscience in healthcare. 

	SPONSOR
	Representative J. Fischer


NOTE SUMMARY
	Fiscal Analysis:
	
	
	Impact
	
	X
	No Impact
	
	Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	
	
	State
	
	
	Local
	
	Federal

	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	

	Fund(s) Impact:
	
	
	General
	
	
	Road
	
	Federal

	
	
	Restricted Agency (Type)
	
	(Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY________________________________________________________________
	Fiscal Estimates
	
	2012-2013
	2013-2014
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues          Increase
                             (Decrease)


	
	
	
	

	Expenditures     Increase 
                              (Decrease)

  
	
	
	
	

	Net Effect      Positive
                         (Negative)


	
	
	
	


MEASURE'S PURPOSE:   HB 143 is an Act relating to freedom of conscience in health care.
PROVISION/MECHANICS:  New language will be added to KRS Chapter 311 to "respect and protect the fundamental right of conscience" of healthcare providers in the Commonwealth. The language will protect, as a basic civil right, the right for all healthcare providers, institutions, and payors to decline to counsel, advise, pay for, provide, perform, assist, or participate in providing or performing healthcare services that violate their consciences. Healthcare services may include but are not limited to abortion, artificial insemination, assisted reproduction, human cloning, euthanasia, human embryonic stem-cell research, fetal experimentation, physician-assisted suicide, and sterilization. It is the purpose of this Act to prohibit all forms of discrimination, coercion, disability, or liability upon such healthcare providers, institutions, and payers that decline to perform any healthcare service that violates their consciences.
Additional language is added to define: conscience, discrimination, employer, healthcare institution, healthcare payer, healthcare provider, healthcare service, and participator in a healthcare service.
FISCAL EXPLANATION:  There should be no fiscal impact on the General Fund from this measure.  
	DATA SOURCE(S)
	Council of State Governments, Brookings Institute Governance Studies: "Health Care Providers' Consciences and Patients' Needs: The Quest for Balance"
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